"LAND ACOUISITION FIRST'

LOKE: MRT3 UNAFFECTED BY EXTENSION

Contract awards not finalised so MRT

Corp's request has no impact, says minister

MR Al MOHAMED RADHI
KUalLs LUMPUR

newsEns.com.my

HERE will he no impact

on the Mazs Rapid Tran-

sit Line 3 (MRET3) project,

despite the three-month
extenzion seught by MET Corp.

This, according to Transport

Minister Anthony Loke, was be-

cause contract awards had yer o
be finalised, with the Finance
Ministry making the decision.
*Ar the end of last vear, we an-
nounced that the budget for land
acguizition had been approved,
“wie will start with the land ac-
qQuisition process for the METI
Cirche Line. " he said after his wark-
ing visit to Selangor Boad Trans.
port Department on Tuesday,

Loke said this when asked
about the impact of the three-
manith exrension an the project
timeling,

On Dec 29, Ausiness Times re-
ported that MET Corp sought an-
ather three-month estension, 1o
March this year, to finalize (2n-
ders for the multi-billion-ringgit
rafl develpproant.

This marks the fourth exten-
sion requested by MRET Corp
since the middie of last year,
adding an alr of suspense to the
muth-anticipated project.

When contacted for updatss on

thie cirecle line project and its ten-
der process, an MRT Corp
spokesman said the project’s sta-
[us wag as per Loke's annonnce-
ment o Dec 21 — that MET Corp
would start securing the MRT3
land corrldor a3 early as the gee-
ond quarter al 2024,

On Dec 22, Loke, when address-
ing the media after the leage
agreement sipning ceremony be-
rween MRET Corp and the Federal
Lands Commizs{oner, revealed
that the land acquisition process
for the MRT 3 Circle Line project
wionld commence In stages from

nExt yearn, spanming @ two-year
tlmelinge.

The acquisition process |8 ex-
petted 1o involve L2 lots af
lamd, covering B42 privare los,
133 government lots, and 37 lots
ol unkndewn ownership,

However, he noted that the
alignment for MRT3 hacd yet 1o be
finalised, | some aspacts of
the project subject to further clar-
ification,

Fage I pic: A Mass Rapid Transic
train on the Putrejopa  lne
plerered last pear,



MASS RAPID TRANSIT

UNCLEAR RAIL DEVELOPMENT

MRT Corp seeks fourth extension to finalise tenders for Circle Line

G, BIRRUKTHA
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Faze of tha Mass Rapid

ransit Line 3 (MRET3),

ar Circle Line, projeci

rEfmains Uncertainas MET

Corp has sought another extension

1o finalise tendersfon the musls-hil-
lina-ringzit radl development.

It = undersyood that the exten-
sha is el Macch mext year

It is the fourth extension
requested by MET Corpthisyear

Analyss had a joink
ventune of MMC Corp Bhd and
Gamuda Bhd te “convincingly®
bag the CMC303 packape, which at
more than RMi4 billion would be
the biggest among the MRETS clvil
roniracts,

LIM Corp Bhd and Malaysian
Fesources Corp Bhd were also sadd
boy b fromt-runnens of aother poten-
tial key civil contracts dubbed
CAAC0T and CAMCS0L
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When contacted for updates, an
MET Corp spokesman sald the sta-
tus was &8 per Transport Minlser
Anthiony Loke's snnooncsment on
Dkec 21 that MET Corp woulbd start
securing the project nd corridaor
as early &s the second quarter ol
FLEXT YEAT,

The spokesman said MET Corp
soudd not be making goy cominent
on the tender process.

Last Thussdsy, Loke zakd land
pequisition for the MRETS project
would commence in stages nexi
year fof oves Do Yeirs.

"To mdnimise the cost of land
acquisition for the government,
MRT Corp will cooperate with
property developers o integrate
the METS stations.” he said

Loke added thas the government
had approved the allccation for the
land acquisition butdid not specify
the amount.

The acguisition process is
expactad 1o irvalve 1012 lots (342
private lots, 33 povemment lots
and 37 [ots of unknown ownership).

Laoke noted thak the alignmant
for MET3 had yet to be finalised.

Qn another matter, the con-
tract esmension of MET Corp chicl
exacutive officer Danuk Mohd Zarif
Hashim for another twowears will
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bring some cereainty tarhe METS pro-
ject.

The extension, effective Nov 1, is
sepn 25 crucial for the contmaity of
MET3 and the Penang light rail tran-
sit propects.

Thetotal cost of MET3 is likely tobe
close v RMA0 billion, with an antic-
pated constructlon expenditune of
arcund RS billion,

Since the change in government in
Movember last year, thers has been a
lack of updateés on the tender

Prime Minister Datuk Seri Anwar
Marahiim hud airmed to rmarkedly reduoe
the prosect ost in the mvised 3033
Buslget (rom the previous administra-
tion's RMS0 bilkion,

There was no allocation for the
METS im the 2024

Analysts and constroction industry
stakeholders are unhappy with the
sluggish progress of the MET3 and
ather major infrastructure profects
announced in the last two budgets.

They are cagerdy swaiting comnfinms-
tion from the gosvernument to e foar-
wird with the MBTS sinoe there is now
clarity on the leadarship of the projecy
at MET Corp.

However, Transpoft analyst D
Rosli Azad Khan strongly advocates

ahandoning the METS prosect for

VArOLLS FeAsOS,

He highlighted the exorbitant cost
and deemed It financially burden-
BN,

He questioned its overall weility,
asserting that Kkang Valley nesidents
might not derive significant benefits
froam dL.

Citing the underperformance of
ithe MET Eajang and Putrajaya lines
in schieving ridership targets. Rosli is
sceptical aboan expanding the metro
nerwork,

Iristesd, e propeses radinecting the
badger rowands more impactfiul Inf-

tlatives, specifically endorsing the
Implementationof advanced rapid
trunsit systems in wrban aneas such
as Penang, Ipoh, Johor Banu, Mel-
aka, Kuantan and Bots Kinstal,
He argued that such
alternatives could be exe-
cuted at & fraction ofthe cost
assoclated wich the METS,
Rosli giressed thial focues-
ing signficant resoaunces on
the Klang Valley wasun fair
ansd woulbd lead o imial-
anced development. o=




HSS Engineers
bags RMSmil
consultancy job

KUALA LUMPUR: H55 Engineers Bhd
via li5 associote HSS Integrated Sdn Bhd
(H550) has accepted a letter of eward
fﬁmm Nnmm Terminal Sdn Bhd
BR of project mansgement
consulzancy servios at the terminal.

In a fling with the stock exchange, the
grnugdl said the confract, valued &t
B4 34mil, entadled consultancy services
for the extension of the wharf and devel-
opment of associated facilites

The job will commence on Jan 8, 2024,
and &= estimated to be completed in 29
moniths on fuly 9, 2026,

Thie services conducted by HEST inchad-
ed preparation of pré-development stud-
fes, comcepiual masierplan, project man-
agement and construction supervision of
an engineering, procurement. construc-
tion and commissioning contract



Contract tenders for
MRT3 to buoy industry

Other planned govt jobs also likely to spur sector

CONSTRUCTION

PETALING JAYA: The Mass Rapid Transit 3
(MET3) project tendars, widch will be a boon
ito the local comstaction industry, are expect-
i toitakie place as earty as Ehe end of this year.

This follows a firm commiiment by the
government (o proceed with the land acoui-
sition process from the second guarter,
according to MRT Corp, that gives a rough
indication of possible tmelines.

The tender of contracts for the METI will
provide a gmely bocst for the constriction
soctor, sald RHE Resaarch.

Apart fam this, other planned govemn.
mmt]nhsmmtpipﬂ]mwamdalsnnmmr:
the industry, such as Oood ton pro-
fects, the Penang Light Fail
Pan Bormeo Highway Sabah Phase 18 and
the reinstvtement of the five LRT3 stations.

There are also Malaysian compandes that
are interested in partcipating in Indonesia’s
new capital projec at Nusantiea.

i Corp Bhd &5 eyelng the Musantora
state cvil servant thar s

Malaysian
mdtted letiers of intent in 2022 as well
“The Burse Makrysia Constroction Tndex
trading at a 13 tmes EIings
which is slightly above frs ten-year
of 12,7 times. The index was rading at
5 times in mid-2017 during the
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megawatts
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“With commendable catalysts in store for
the sector, we view the current valuation of
the index to be undemanding and as such,
an attractive level to enter.”

RHE Razearch

construction upcyce,” said KHE RKessarch.
“With commendable catalysts in store for
the sector, we view the corrent valuation of
thie index to be undemanding and as such,
an atractive level to enter,” it added.
There has-also been increased interest in
the area of environmental-related projects
with companies such as  Sunway
Construction Group Bhd and HS55 Engineers
Ehd partcipating in renewable energy-re-
lated Intdatives, such as the Corporate Green
Power Programme.
The rescarch house also noted. construc-
ﬁmmmgu mmﬁ?ﬁ‘%ﬂﬁ'
inn it 1875
mliﬂ Hydroelectric Dam
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the total
mh.udpmém: awnrded to confractors in

2023 fell 22% year-oncyear fy-o-y) to
RM12T.4bil the previous year in 2022,
“We view this & a temporary blip— contract
rolbouts are expected to be backed by the gov-
(DE] allocated for 2024, with 21% of DE foous-
ing on the transport sub sector versus 18% in
2023." the ressarch howse said,
showed infrastructure type of projects
recarded the kangest annaal drop in terms of
project value, at minus 47% y-0 amid the
dearth of big scale public jobs in 2023,

This i d by the residendal seg-
et at 3 37% y-0-y drop but non-residenial
Projects saw a 4% v-0- rise to RM76.8bil last
year, fhe CIDE statistics showed,

FHE Research's top plcks are Gamudas,
Sunweary Constmucton and Kerjaya Prospek |
Group Bhd. The research house

has an
"overwelght” call on the sector,




LRT3 lebih 91 peratus siap, sedia beroperasi 2025

Projek pembinaan Tronsit ALl
ran Ringan 3 (LBT3 beradn di
landazan tepat gl memulakan
eeragl pada 2025 dengan kema-
juan setakat 25 Disember 2003 s
fah mencapal 5106 paratus.

Semeniara i, kemahian pro-
jek Laluan Skstem Transit Fapld
{RTS} Link sudah berada peada
kwdar 3071 peratus bagl sistem
dan 65 peratus bagl infeastruk-
tur yang membolehkannya me-
miilakan operasi pada 2006

Menteri Pengangkutan, An-
thony Loke, berkats hedua-dus
projek ita kalalk bakal membe-
rikan manfast kepada jutasn
pendudulk di Lembah Klang dan
Johor sérta Sinfapura.

"LETY dijangka siap pada 1
Mac 3025, manakala RTS Link
paila 11 Dizsmber 2026 Bagi pe-

T,
nambahan lima: siesen haharo
intnk LET3 seperti diwmum-
Ean kerajaan barvbaru ind, ia

Perdana Menteri, Datuk Seci
Anwrar [brakim ketiks memben-
tangkan Belanfawan 2024 lala
menyalakan Kerajaan akan me-
neri=kan semula cadangan parm-
hinaan lima stesen LETI yang
dibaialken =ebelum inl memba-
hdtleam boos BOTA.T hilion.

Lima stesen berkenaan me-
rangkuml stesen  Tropicana,
Raja Muda, Temasya, Bukit Ragn
dan Bandar Botanik.

Projek pembinaan LETS yang

bermula di Bandar Urama dan
berakhir di Johan Setia, Salin.
g hakal memberikan manfaat
kepada due juts penduduk.

RTE Link pula adalah ran-
Ekaian rel sepanjang empat kilo-
meter Yang Bu-

kit Chagar, Stesen Johor Bahru

< dan Woodlands-di Singapura.

Projek BRTS Link dijangka
mamp menarik 35 peratus da-
ripada 350 000 orang yang berge-

rak melalui Tambak Johar setiap -

hari

Rangkatan fhi akan mempu-
myl kapastl penumpang seba-
nyak 100 orang sajam, dengan
i membaniu meringanksn ke-
sesnlan (ralik di ehuh rava.

Dllﬂ-l‘.u-'-ﬂ. mengenpl  perkerm-
bangan  eadangan  pembinaan
I..B:Tdi Jolvor Bahru, Dﬂmbm‘kn

IEMENATTL,

Kerafaan Johor sebelum inl
mefvaElakan akan mefverahikan
kertas cadangun pembingn LET
Johor Bahru kepmin Kernjman
Wn dalam masa berde

Malah, kajian pelaksanaan
pembinaan LRET di Johor Bahru
juga sedang dilaksanakarm bebe.
rapa agens! termasok Pihok Ber-
kuasa Wilavah Pembangunan
Iskamdar (IRDA) dan Perbads:
Awam Johor

ngangkuian akan menstapEan
da=ar beharu dalam pembelian
bas patds masa hadspsn dengan

timpiian kepada bas elektrik.

Belian berigata, dasar fhu akan
dimilakan dengan Prasarana
yang akan memulakan pengEu-
naan bas elekirik umuk perkhbd-
matannya.

Ealanyn, pembelian  yang
akan dianugerahkan pada Mac
Ini membabitian 310 bas adalah
kontrak pembelian terakhic Pra-
sarana unluk bas dissel dangsin
tempah serahan dijangka akan
bermnla suku pertama 2025,

“Saya sudah arahkan dan be
tapkan dasar Ho adalah kontrak
ierakhir pembelian bas diesel
Kita fidak boleh batalkan kon-
irak kerana la sudah di perin
phkar akhir Namun selepas ind,
pembelizn bas oleh Prasarana
periulah membabitkan as elek-
irik " katanya.



Prasarana tumpu
khidmat cekap

Kerajaan mahu
tingkat sistem
pengangkutan
awam demi
kesejahteraan
hidup rakyat

(Heh Alzahrin Alias
zahringgbh.com.my

Kerajaan lebih memberi fokus
kepada peninglkatan  lecelapan
dan perkhidmatan  Prasarang
Malaysian Bhd (Prasarana) ber-
Ganding menmmpukan kepada
prestash kevangan syarikat foa.

Mentari Pengangketan, Antho-
ny Loke, herkata langkah ia da-
et meEmbaniu mempEckukiahkan
AistEm pengangkultan awnm nega-
ra, sekall gus mensefahierakan
kehidupan rakyat,

Belian berkata, purata jumiah
penumpang harian rel dan has
Prasarana pada 2023 menin-
phaot 44 peratos kepada 982000
perumpang  berbanding  tabum
sebelumnya dan fika dilihat se
cara kasar ia sepertl mening
kathan  kedudukan - kewanpan

cd

Loke pada teldimal prestes Prosarana 2023 & Kuals Lumpur, semalam.

syarikat .

Mamun, katanya dari sidut
opwerasi, siluasi du sdaleh sebalik-
fya kecapa apabila jumlah pe-
numpang ' bertambah, ia menye-
bablkan Hos operasi melonjak.

Eatanya, hal inf adalah kerana
Prasarana memeriokan pertam-
bahan tren dan bas, mengamhil
ek romal kakbtangan serta

melakikan lebih bamyvak petye
lenpiraraan.

"Pengangkutan gwam ind ja-
rang dapat unfung Bagl Prasa-
rang, Kementerian Pengangku-
ian tidak melihat kepads ontung
ateu rugi tapi bebih o kepada
perkhidmatan uniuk orang ra-
mai. Sehab perkara ini (pengang-
kutan awam) akan berhalik hapa-

;_‘m\ﬁi
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{Foto BERENAMA)

da kerajaan dalam mesberikan
perkhidmatan

“Folous Hementerian Pengang
kutan adalah meningkatkan dao
sar pengangkutan awam teriebih
dahuly demi rakyat” katanya
sulepas taklimal prestasl Prasa.
rana HE di Kiala Lampur, sems-
lam.,

Turut hadir, Pengerusl Prasa.

\\ t ﬁ

rana, Tan Sri Jamahsin Iheahim
dan Presiden serta Ketua Pegaval
Eksekutif P'ragarana, Mol Azha-
ruddin Mat Sah.

Loke berkata, perkhidmatan rel
dan bas di bawah Prasarana me-
nunjukkan peningkatan prestasi
pada 2023 dengan purata jumlah
penumpang harian rel dan bas
naik 44 peratus kepada SR2 00
penumpang  berbanding 640,000
penumpang pada 22

Belian berkata, purata ]'I.I.'I.TI.|.I:I|.'I.
penumpang harian rel dan bas ity
dijfangka akan nalk kepada 1.19
juta atau 21 peratus pada tahom
ini

Selain i, katanya, jumlah
kegagalan opsrasi juga turan®
dengan ketara merentasi samus
perkhidmatan laluen rel Prasa-
AN

“Pemurunan menyehiruh kega-
galan operasi keempat lahuan rel
Prazarana naik &0 peratus dan ia
dijangka akan terus dipertingkal:
kan sebanyak 35 poratus tabun
ini.

"Prasarana juga kKetika Ind wa-
Jib menghantar laporan operasi
getiap mingru ketlka mesyuarat
pasca Kapined. Inl membalehiEan
kerajaan memantan secarn ber
kala, selain mempeckenalkan pel-
bagal inisiatil baharn,” katanya



2024 BUS AND RAIL OUTLOOK

RIDERSHIP PROJECTED
TORISE 21rc

Open payment system to be integrated
fully in 2025, says Loke

ASILA JALIL
KUALA LUMPUR
btiEnst cam. my

BRASARANA MaloyslaBhd's

bus and rail lHnes in the

Elang Valley are projected

to see thelr average daily
rldership climb X1 per cent to 1.19
millicn by the end of 2024, mark-
ing & slgnificant recovery of pre-
pandemic levels.

The average daily ridership
gioed &t 124 millian in 200%.

Last year. 1 stood ar 982,000,
rising 44 per cent from 6RO [0
F § ind :

Transport Minkster Anthony
Loke sabd the aversge daily rider-
ship for Rapid Rall, which operates
iha mass rapdd vransic (MET), light

——

il transit (LET) and monoeail kn the
Elang Valley, stood at 790,000 dur-
Ing the pre-pandemic year but at the
end of 2023, the daily ridership had
hit 800,000,

Chverall in 2023, the average daily
ridership for Rapid ®ail stood ar
41,000, while Bapid Bus recorded a
ridership of 241,000,

The average dally ridership for
Rapld Rail in the first half of 2023
stood at 680,000 before rising ta
00,000 in the zecond quarier, zald
Loke at a helefing on Prasarana’s rall
and bus performance in 2023 and the
out ook for 2024 yestenday.

Prasarans will implement anopen
payment system and gradually use
electric buses 1o boost ridership and
ensure seamless travel for corm mu-
BrE.

i ———————

The open payment
system will enable
commubers to travel on
Prasarana’s rail and bus
networks using maltiple
payment methods such
asdebitcards, said Loke.

The open payment
system can be Integrat-
Eﬁuﬂ? only in 2025, he

“Irwill ks some dme
to work on the inrer-
nal process, We have
1o mod|fy the gantries,
which will pake up o teao
manihe fora stathon.

“So0, we will need
ahout a veartoupdate all
thestations. Welgyve 140
rail starions thal nesd
o be integratéd forthe
OpPef Dayment System,”

He sl starting next
year, procurements for

guarter af 2025,

*The tender will be awarded by
hareli. Chince Uhiat is Gone, itwill Lo
one year for delivery, Thisis the final
batch of diesel buses. After that, ail
will e bectrie buses.”

Loke also highlighted another
significant performance by Prasa-
rana last year in the form of reduced
failures of rail lines; namely the
Felana Jayva, Ampang
and Kajang lines. and
the monorail.

“A fadlure is recorded
when there (5 a vechni-
cal disTuption that stops
the train for more than
five minutes, putting it
behind schiedule.

“In 2053, the Eelana
Jaya line, which has the
most number of users,
had 49 fathires. The most
prominent issue we had
that year was when 16

asai

statbons were not able to
stations that kES Jr i Ok
need to be Loke said.,
The 16 stations were
fﬂngﬂ!fEﬂ chosed from Mov 9o 15,
for the open 2022 to facklitate repair
works.
W For 2023, the number
system. of failures at the Kelana
Jaya line dropped to
ANTHONY LOKE a6 and it is projected o

Tramspart minstor

irmprowe 1o 28 Chis vear,
In tatal, failures in

electiric buses will be made in an

efforl (o enhance
The last barch

mobility
D diesel-fuelled

Iozses are 1o be deliversd by the firs

\

2023 dropped to 100
freum 252 in 20322,

Prasarand imsnn l'll!':li'l.aﬂ.'l.i‘: ﬁEl,II"E:
down (o 65 failures for all four rail
lines in 2024,

AVERAGE DAILY RIDERSHIP FOR 2023 1S 982,000 AND
FORECASTED TO INCREASE BY 21% IN 2024
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Anwar dan Hsten Loang bersama fetamu kehormat pada Majiis Penyempunaan Span Menghubinakan Johor
Bahru dan Singapura bogi Projek RTS Link, di Johor Bahru, semalam. o Mur Al

RTS Link siap
1 Januari 2027

Jejambat marin
Johor Bahru
dan Singapura
sudah berjaya
dihubungkan

ek lzz Lally Husseln
chnews@bhcomamy

Johor Bahmm: Herajaan yakin

projek megs RTS Link Mala-

veia-Bingapura okan siap mengd-
Eut perancangan dan beroperasi
tepat pada 1 Januari 2027,

Menteri Pengangkutan, Antho
ny Loka, berkats pelaksanaan
projek ifu barjalan laneardongan
Mjaran jejambal marin antara
dohor Bahru den Singapura su.
dih berjuya dihubungkan.

“Bagl jejambat marin yang di-
lancarkan hari ind (semalam), ia
TG L perkembangan
bixik dengan kind sebanyak 65 pe
ratus herla pembinaan sodah se-
lazal

“Pernbinaan jefambat darat pu-
ln yang dimulakan pada 22 Mac
tahun [alu jugs berjalan lancar
iian kink kemajuannya pada ta
hap 3] peralus

“Hagl kawasan stesen, ia slap
41 peratus, manakala pambingan
bangunan  Hastam, Imigresen
dan Kuarantin (CIG) yang dimu.
lakan 11 Oktober 2023, kerja pe-
masangan cerucuk sudah - siap
dan kemajuan kerja mencecah
322 peratus” katanva pada si-
dang media selepos Majlis Pe-
nyempurnaan  Span  Monghu-
bungkan Johor Bahiru dan Singa
pura bagi Projek RTS Link di
sini, samalam.

Majlis it disempurnakan Per-
dana Menteri, Datuk Serl Anwar
Ibrahim dan rakan sejawatannya
dari Singapura, Lee Hsien Loong
sarta turut dihadiri Menterd Ba-
sar, Datuk Onn Hafiz Ghazl dan
Pemangku Menteri Penpangkn-
tan Singapura, Ches Hong Tat.

Pada majlis v, Anwar dzn
Hsien Loong mengndatangan|
plak scbagal simbolik pelanca.
ran  penysmpurnasn span it
membabitkon titik periemuan je-
Jarmbat lanat projek berkenzan an-
tara Johor Balirn dan Singapu-
.

Imi kakl pertama bagl pemim-

‘pim terting dus negera berbomiu

di tapak projek berkenaan, sehall
gus menguatkan komitmen Ma-
laysia-Singapura tarhadap
projek mege herkenasn.

[Feo War Alsyaly MasalanB )

ET3 Link adalah projek laluan
kereta api ulang alik sepanjang
kiro-kira empat kilometer ds-
ngan dun stesen daitu di Boki
Chagar Johor Bahru dan di Woo-
dlands North, &

MET Corp dipertanggunga-
wab membangunkan bahagian
Malaysia sepanjang 2.7 kilomater
bagi rangkaian rel dan strakor
diperlukan yAng mana operasi
ita dijalankan secara bersama
dengan Prasarana Muliysia Bhd
dan SMRT Corp Lid darl Singa-
pura.

Selepas siap kelak, RTS Link
akan meniadi fambatan daral ke
tiga k¢ Singapurs dan dijangka
dapat mengurangkan kesssakan
teruk di Tambak Johar,

Loks  barkata, Malpysia dan
Fingapura juga peria berbincang
lebih lanjut dnfuk mewujudkan
lebih banyak rangkaism penpang.-
kutan mntara Johor Bahro dan
republik i,

Hatanva, ia termasuk cada
ngan  mewujudkan  perkhidms-
tan ferd darl negeri ini ke Singa-
pura,

Sementara itg, Hong Tat ber-
kata, bagl pihak republik itu, per-
Kembanpgan projek megn berke
naan swish slap doa pertiga de
ngan fasa utama seterusnyva
membabitkan kerfa sivil, pengu
Jan sistem rel dan ‘signal’.



Projelk HSR KL-Singapura

Firma Chma
Eropah

tunjuk minat

MyHSR Corp
sahkan 37
syarikat sudah
hantar RFI

(Oleh Mohamed Farid Nah
farid__noh@bhocom.my

johor Bahro: Scbhanyak 37 fir
ma penganpkutan utama dard
selurub dunie sodah menghan-
tar Permintaan Makhunat (RFT)
vang lengkap, termasuk kos
projek Kereta Apk Barkelajuan
Tingei (HSR) Huala Lumpur.
Singapura, setakat ini.

Fangerusi MyHSHE Corporati-
on Sin Bhd {(MyHSE Corp, Da-
tuk Seri Fauzi Abdul Rahman
vakin bebherapa lagi firma peng-
angkutan utama akan meng-
hantar RFl mereka menjelang
tarikkh akhir penverahan yang
ditetapkan hari ind.

Hatanya, firma yang meng-
hantar RFI iftu, termasuk be-
berapa svarikat pengangkotan
ttama darl China dan Eropah.

Beliag juga menfelaskan sya-
rikat peagangkutan Jepun tidak
pernah menghantar RFL sekali
gFus tergeiat dengan dakwaan
firma Jepun meEmbuat Repa-
fusan mambalalkan rancangan
terbablil dalam projek HSE Kia
lit Lampur-Singapura

Namun, Fauzl berkata,” me.
mang aila bebarapa ficma pe-
ngangkulan Jepun Vang mesg
hadirl taklimat awal diadakan
MyHSR Julai 2023,

“Jadi, saya sedikit lLingung
dan halran apabila ada lapo-
ran menvatakan firma Jepun

membatalkan rancangan mere

ka untuk terbabit dalam pm_rnk
HER Kusla Lumpur-Singapira
serlangkan bada salu pun O
mia JdeEpun vang menghantar REI
HSR sehingss Kini (semalam),

“Setakal ini, 37 Mrma peng-
angkutan utama dunia sudah
menghantar RFT da MyHSR
don - ini  menun 0 koot
men mereka vang bukan sahaja
sangat berminat melak=anakan
projek HSR di Malaysta, malah
malehgkapkan Eertas cadangan
awal ftu dengan konsep menarik,
ermasuk penggunaan teknologl
terkind. selain tarut menyatakan
kos kesclorohan propek” Rata-
rya kepada BN, semalam,

Fauzl berkata, pada sesi takli
mabawal projek HSR fiu, plhak:
nya sudah meryatakan secars
jelas projek i akan dibiayai se
penuhnya oleh plhak swasta

Baliau barkata, nila beabarapa
lagi firma pengangkutan uiama
dunia dijangka menghaniar RF1
mereka dalam masa terdekat be-
rikutan pengesahan vang sudah
diberikan baro-baro ini.

| ey lemitad Farcai g
Jumaat lalu, media melaporkan
firma Jepun membuat  kepu-
tusan maembatalkan rancangan
mereka untuk terbabit dalam
projk HSR Huala Lumpur-Si
ngapura.

Agensi berita Jepun, Kyodo
MNews vang memet ik sumber me-
laporkan svarikal negara i,
termasuk Bast Japan Railway
Co yang berharap uniuk meng
gunakan sigtem kerela api ps
Jure Shinkansan dalam projsk
itu, tetapl memuluskan ia akan
menjadi teclalun berisiko tanpa
solongan Eewangen Kerajaan
Malaysia,

CADANGAN ASAL LALUAN HSR KL - SINGAPURA PADA 2017

iteaen parbtian
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menandatangani

HEH dijargka
frivds beroperas|
pada akihir

2026

Malaysia dan Singapura

perjanjien perjanjian
dua hala mengana H58

| e Labubeare Pare- Selaten

Anggaran penumpang
boleh mencecah

20-22 juta

mienjelang tahwin ke 10 operasi

SINGAPURA

n]glﬁ.hamm, beberapa  sya
i tempatan naga bﬂ‘ﬂ.ﬂﬂ.l‘l.g
bekerjasama  dengan  syarikat
China dan Eropah untuk mem-
bual bidaan.

Eetika diumamban kall per-
tama pada 20600, kos projel HSH
El-Singgapura dianggarkan
RM72 hillon.

RBagaimanapun,

projek kerets apd laju

kat infrastrukiur pengangkutan
rel dan merancakkan ckonomi

negara,

Tarikh akhir penyerahan EF]
bagl projek HSE KL-Singapura
dilanjutkan sehingga 15 Janoari
224, berbanding tarikh asalnys
vang ditetapkan pads 15 Novem-
ber 20X

Pada 27 Julai 2023,
MyHSR Corp menga-

sepanjang 350 kilome- dakan taklimat RFI
ter itn kini dianggar- untuk projek ito yang
kan melehihi RA{100 dikatakan menarik
bilion. lebih 700 pesertia tem-
Pada Julal 2023, patan dan asing.

MyHSE melancarikan Malaysia dan Si-
proses RFT bhagl mem- ngapura  sebelum ind
bolehkan sektar swas- bersetuju.  membing
ta mengemukakan se- projek fu yang dljang
cara rasmi cadanfan ka akan memendek-
konsep HSR KL-Si  FousiAbdil Rakman - kon masa perjalanan
ngapura melalul mo- antara kedua-dua ban-
del perkongsian awam swasti dar raya B0 minikt

Proses HFT itu menandakan
inisialil kerajaan dalam usahs
melaksanakan semula  progek
H5R KL-Singspura menerosi
mirkanisme pembiayaan dan mo-
diel pelak=anaan vang hahar,
selaln vanha untuk memperting

Mamun, pada T Januari 2021,
kedussdua negars mengumiim:
kan penamatan projek ilu apa-
bila kedus-dus negara  gagsl
mencapai perseiujuan bagi pe-
rubahun dicadangkan Malay-
sia,

e

90 minit/ L

350 kilometer

Maga porjalanan dan
Bandar Malaysia hingga
Jureng East

Lif1 i gt
Terbang Chiisg

e

Fada Mac 2021, Matavsia me-
ngummimkan sudah membayar
S03102.8 juta (RM320,270.519.24)
kepada Singapura sebagal pam-
pasan terhadap kos ditangoung
republik i susulan pembatalan
projek berkenaan.

Pastla & Mac lalu, Perdans
Menterl, Datuk Serl Anwar [hra-
him dilaporkan berkata Malay-
gfa terbuka unfuk menghidup-
kan semula HAR, tetapl kerajaan
tidak akan membizyai pembing-
an projek fha.

Pada 12 Julai lalu, pelaksana-
an semula projek HER EL-Ginga-
pura dilaporkan akan dibiavai
soponuhnya oleh swasta, MyHSE
Corporation Sdn Bhd (MyHSE

Corp).

Fauzi dalam laporan sebelum
ini juga dipetik berkata. man-
dat diserahkan Kerajaan Eepada
MyHER bagi melaksanokan se-
mitla projek HSE KL-Singspura
iu tidak membabitkan kKos kera-
jman.

Ogos lalu, Anwar berkada,
Malaysia akan mengemukakan
cadangnn  bahare  berhubung
projek HER kepadn Singapura,




Govt confident

RTS Link will
be operational
in 2027

JOHOR BARU: The government s
satisfied with the progress of the
Rapid Transit System (RTS) Link
project between Johor Baru and
singapore and & confident the
rransport system will be fally op-
erational on Jan |, 2027,

Tramsport Minister Anthony
Loke said the ted countries were
commirted to making the muli-
billion ringgil project 8 success,
with dizscussions held periodical-
Iy between both parthes.

"W are very confident that the
implementation of this project
will go smoothly and the RTS Link
aperation will star on Jan 1, 2027

*The work progress i3 on sched-
idle, We are commited to malking
it a success. Congratulations 1o the
Matavsian and Singaporean eams
for their hard work amnd cooper-
ation,” e sadd ar & jaint press con-
ference with Singapore’s Acting
Transport Mindster Ches Honp Tat
after the event to mark the com-
pletlon of the connecting span for
the project here.

Loke zabd rthe constructlon of
the BTS Link marine viaduct be-
tween Johor Barg-Singapore was
68 per cent completed.,

*The construction of the 1erres-
trial wiadwet, which was awarded
an March 22, 2023, |5 in full swing
and the progress is at 31 per cent.

“The atation I= 41 per cent com-
plete. For the construction of thi
CIQ (Customs, Immigretion, and
Quarantine) Complex, which was
awarnded on Oct 11, 2023, plling
work has been completed and the
progress of the superstructure
stands at 3,32 per cent.”

Omn the fare for the RTS Link, he
sald it would be comperitive,

*The fare will be competithe 1o
ensure travellers from both coun-
trles enjoy a seamless jourmey as
I will cut down travelling time as
Immigration clearing will be done
at one statlon. That s the maln
convenience of the RTS Link "

Earlier, Prime Minlster Damk
Seri Anwar Ibrahim and his Sin-
gapora counterpart, Lee Hslen
Loong, stgned a plagque to sym-
balize the commitment of both
countries to the project.

‘The BETS Link iz a commuter
rail metwork of approximately
4km with two sfatlons, one at
Bukit Chagar here and the other
at Wondlands Naorth, Singapare.

‘The il line has a capacity of
up to MO0 pessengers par hour
in each direction and 2 journey
time of shout five minutes be-
tween the two stations. Bernama



HSS expects clarity on project flows by March

PETALING JAYA: H55 Engineers Bhd
remains positive on its outlook for finan-
cial year 2024 (FY24) and expects greater
clarity on project flows by March or April.

Although the group did not provide any

on project wins for FY24 during
fts recent Malaysia Co Day, H55
expects 2024 to ke a better year, accorting
10 CG5-CIME Research.

It noted that in the first nine monthe of
2023, the group’s core net profit increased
by 43% year-on-year, with project replen-
ishonent rotalling BEA300mdl.

H55 has a tender hook of BM442mil with
historically a S0% success rate.

The research firm zaid the higeest set-
back for H5S was the further extenslon of
the validity period for the Mass Rapid
Transit 3 (MET 3 civil packages.

"This is the fourth extenston, with the
period now ending in March 2024,

"Mevertheless, recent news from the
Transport Mindster that land acquisition
will commence this year over a two-year

tmeline gave some assurance that awards
could be imminent.

*“H55' outstanding order book as at
September 2023 was EM1.49bil, of which
wi estimate G0% to be its project manage-
ment cons (PMC) contract for MRT

acouisttion and & strong pick-up in
TEVETILE FECo ¢ visible ence
the three large civil packages for MET 3 are
awarded.

“Cnce that happens, more engineers can
be deployad and progress billings will pick
up exponentialhy”

However, the research house said the
dack from MET 3 delays could possibly be
pleked up by other projects; such as its
design

consultant role for Westports phase
two, which is estimated to have a contract

vadue of RM1COmd] 1o B S0mdl
It said the more irmmediate wins for the

Ig;g;p could be from flood mdtgation pro-

R

A total of 33 priority fiood mitiga-
ton projects will be rofled out, costing
about BM11.8bd under Budget 2024.

“Out of this, HSS has subrpitted engineer-
ing design hids For the smaller projects |
{worth RMS00mil)

*For Pan Bomeo Sabah phase 1B, the
awards should happen soon. HSS was
awarded o EM145mil PMC role for Pan
Borneo Sabah phase 14 (15 packages) in
AL 13 e 8 e

“As 1 comprise 19 %
worth lﬁ-mméﬂmlhﬁgﬂﬂﬁﬁt
o be worth EM3I00mil" added CGS-CIME
Research,

The corpany is currently working on
overseas ventures in Japan to facilitate a
private and public pa ci writh
the Japan Owerseas [Infrastructure
Investinent Corp for transport and urban
development.




Contractors involved in RTS reminded to deliver on time

JOHOR BARL: Contractors
mvolved in the construction of
the Malaysian portion of the Johae
Baru-Singapore Rapid Transit
System (KT5) have been reminded
to always keep to their timeline,
a5 in the past, some REMIbL in
total projects have becn omimed
from those who were noi per-

Mass Rapld Transit 5dn Bhd
(MET Corp) chisf executive officer
Daruk Mohd Zarlf Hachim (pic)
said that cuwrrently they have
achieved 65% ion of the
project midway are on frack
to complete the project by
December 2026

“Far me, the number one prin-
cipal & (0 ensure (he Gmedine,
trist and mandate (o deliver the
project cannot be sacrificed,”
Mohd Zaril said, adding that car
rently there are some eighil mjor
contractors and 40 subconirac-
ore with some 2000 workers
involved in the civil construction

purlud of the
MRT Corp

of the Hala-},rs:in portion of the

KT

Asked about MRTS strict poli-

ﬁamm

cies with regard 10 confractors,

Muohd Zarif said if is not just their

policy but & governmment policy.
“The recent chief secretarys

directive to agendes and
servanis is nog o be srared to take
action - against  non-perfommin
contractors because we n
these projects to be delivered for
the people.

*The ETS is a national project
with itsown tmeline. We have o
be strict,” Mohd Zacil sakd in an
AmbErviee.

Azked as to how many contrac-
tors had been erminated in the
past with regard 1o the RTS, he
sald they (MRT Corp) called it
pmisston of scope, wherely thelr
o feam would take over B0 con-
tinue 1o do the job.

“At the same time, we sart E;
ProcurcInent process, as a
project like this will require a new
tender exorcise o appoint a new
COTEractor.

“S0 Once a new contractor s
appointed within six or eight
months, we will then hand over
the project to them.

“Truring thiz period, there s no

stop to the work, a3 we do not
winnt any delays” he sald, a

that MET Corp has been arou
for the past 10 years and has the
gxperience (0 carry out such pro-

-
jl!'ﬂ!-li.- acdded that, with their mint-

mal dependency on external con-
traciors, MET was -able 10
take action against non-perform-
ing comiractors.

Asked - about whether these
major omissions had led to MET
Corp *muffling feathers™ with cer-
tni:? riers, Mohd Zarif admit-
ted that there were smessful
moments but he is satisfied with
thie fact that MRET Corp is polsed to
deliver such a mega project on
tirmie.

Mohd Zarif expected more
campanies 1o b appoinoed for the
ETS project as me?r would also
need contractors for dral
landscape, iInformation techno

(M) and others in he next
Uiree :.IEHL'.E.

ﬂnﬁrwmﬂmgm:e
a K0 i
ha nnnantﬂnendufmepru]ecrm
2026, he sakd he does not believe
&0 a5 most of the raw materials,
especially steel, which had
jumped up by 36% in the past,

ad already been sourced.

Regarding the project's spill-
ower benefits, Mohd Zarif stated
that he is confident that it would
otiract five times more invest-
ments, totalling RMZ5hiL, into the
COUntTY.

"Orrer thime, with all the effor
being made by all other parties,
suma.smuska.nwm:lw:
Authority (IRDA), Johor Corpo-
ratlon (JCorp) and the creation of
T economic Tone, [ &m
oonfident that this RM25bil mark
can easlly be achieved” Mohd
Farif zaid.

He sdded that MHET Corp alone
is hoping to hn.ng il in

Investments wia- s pIDPEI'l"_ll' i

Bukit Chagar.



PENANG LRT PLANS TO BE
FINALISED SOON, SAYS LOKE

Minister says PM wants ministry to
prepare memorandum for cabinet approval

AUDREY DERMAWAN
SEBERANG JAYA
NEWSETIRLCOIML MY

LANS for the proposed
cross-channel light rail
trangit (LRT) link con-
necting Penang island
and Buttersorth will be finalised
goon, Bald Transport Minister
Anthony Loke,
He sakd he had a meeting with

PFrimea Minister Dyl Serl Anwir
[brahim abour the LET project on
Monday.

“The prime minister has in-
structed us (o prepars a cabinet
ministers’ memaorancdum o bring
the matier to the cabiner for ap-
proval on s implementation,” he
cald when asked about the
progress of the LET project.

During & wizit o the siate in
My, Anwar sald the federal gov-

ernment had agreed o provide
additionnl funds to the Penang
Eovernment o expedite the de-
velopment of the LET project in
the state,

He acknowledged thar rraffic
congestion had been 4 longstand-
ing issue in Penang and that the
grare wis in need of a LET system
as a solution,

Following that, the LET align-
ment would now be from Bayan
I2pas to Komiar to Tanjung Bun-
gah, and from Alr Itam 1o Bui-
terworth to Kepala Datas and
Simpang Aompai.

I'.'IJ:I'iI'I,I; the stare HS‘.:’-E‘I!I'IEH!.' sir-

ting 10 Mowverber, the state gov-
cmment expressed hope that the
project would be realised under
Aarwar s watch.

State Infrastructiire, Transpar
and Digital Commirtee chairman
Zafril ¥Fhir Johard had said the
srare’s confidence stemmed from
the fact that Anwar himsell had
vigived F'enang'in Mﬂ.‘ﬁrliﬁl Vear to
annonnce that the federal o=
emment would fund the much-
awaited project. |

He: hiad said vhis was followed by
A wnrking visit by Loke and & series
of discussions between Lhe Penang
government and MET Corp.

Transport
Minister Anthony
Loke awd Penang
Chief Minizter
Chow Kon Yeow
being bricfed on a
development
prafect by the
Rallway Assels
Corporafion and
Penang Housing
Board (n Seberamy
Prai pesierduay.
EFERAMA PIC A7



CORPORATE

By GANESHWARAN KANA
ganeshwarenitheston com,my

PETALING JAYA: Seven local and inter-
natonal consortia subimitred their con-
cept proposals to build the Malaysia-
Singapore high-speed rail (HSR), days
after Japanese companbes reportediy

opted out of the project for being “too
M:.rl-'lsl-: Corp Sdn Bhd. the TTUMENLS
project delivery vehicle for the HSE, sald

in a statement that the seven consortia
comprises 31 firms, although & did not
name the compantes.

However, in the same statement, MyHSR
hinted that it may not proceed 1o the next
stage If there i3 no green light from the
Cahinet.

The project, which former Prime
Minister Tun Dr Mahathir Mohamad est-
mafted to cost KM 10kl has been approved
in principle by the administration of
Datuk Sar Anwar [hrahim.

Anwar, however, remarked that his
governmenit will only kick start the project
if the cost is | i subatantially.

Malaysia previously paid a penaity of
5%102.2mil to the Singapore government
ag compensation, after the sdministration
of Tan Sri Muhyiddin Yassin terminsted
the HSR project.

As announced yesterday, the submis-
sion of concept proposals for the HSE
connecting Kudla Lumpiur and Singapore
Wig In response 1o the for infor-
mation (REI) exerdse that MyHSR Corp
launched in July 2023.

The RF] was to invite local and interna-
tonal players from the private sector to
deliver the project bazed on a public-pri-

A=

0

EX = r
Pra

-
- |

“A project of this scale, we expect the federal
and state governments to be involved in the
lengthy and complex land acquisition process.
The surrounding land may be monetised to
partly defray the costs of building the railway,

stations and facilities.”

Sle Goh

S = m e  e  al, —a Ta

vate partnership initistive on the design-fi-
nance-bulld-operate-transfer model.

The deadling for the RFI was extended
L5t Movember until Jan 15, 2024 from the
arigingl deadline of Mow 15, 2023,

MyHSR chairman Datuk Seri Faizi
Abdul Baherian sald the findings from the
BFL evahuadon will be presented to the
Transport Ministry and the Cabinet for
deliheration

"Il the response is positive, we. will
mave on o the second phase with the
Request for Proposil (REP) stage to obtain
detailed proposals from the selected con-
sorvia,” he added.

Under the earlier plan, the FEuala
Lumpur-Singapore HSE as concelved by
former prime minister Datuk Seri Najib
Razak was supposed to span 250km,

It is expected o uee fravel tme
berween. Kuals Lumpur and Singapore (o
50 minutes and was aimed a1 being a cal-
alyst for the 4B6-acre Bandar Malaysis
township . project by  IMalayvsia
Development Bhd,

Companies from several countries with
high-speed train expertise including China

and [epam have been eyeing o be partake
in the Kuala Lumpur-Singapore HSE pro-
ject.

However, on Jan 12, Kyodo News report-
ed that Japamese firms have decided o
drop their plans o get involved in the HSR
project.

Quoting government and company
sources, it sakd thar the firms have decided
the project will be oo risky without the
Malaysian governments financial sup-

The companies, including East Japan
Rallway Co, had hoped to utilise Japan's
shinkansen bullet train system in the pro-
ject.

Transport Minister Anthony Loke, how-
ever, sald that the HSR praject will net be
halted despite the Japanese companies
opting out of the tender proogss,

In a note issued -yesterday,
Aminvesimen!t Bank Research analyst
Alex Goh said the government is set to
narrow down candidates within ssveral
moniths and could stact full-Nedged nego-
tistions with the Singaporean govern-
rient later this year.

»

--I#r- ) .

Heveriheless, he did not discount fur-
ther hurdies and reviews to this dec-
ﬂdtsnlnn‘f roposed project, which could
have ad tlﬂmal route realignments before
the government has resched final invest-
ment declsion against the backdrop of
escalating construction costs.

"For a project of this scale, we cxpect the
federal and state governments to be
involved in the lengthy and complex land
acquisition process.

The surtounding land may be monet-
ed o party defray the costs of building
E:.EI railway, stations and facilities™ stated
i

The carlier concept designs for all HSR
gtatons Invodved Bandar Malavsia,
Sepang-Putrajaya, Seremban, Ayer Keroh,
Muar, Batu Pahat and [skandar Puterd in
Malaysia as well as Jurong East in
Singapore

In &ddition, Johor will be home to two
EOE MAINENERCE facilities

A main depot will be located at the
north of Iskandar Puteri Station for all
H5R Irain mainteninoe: and a 'hE-H.'-'ji' maifn-
tenantce hase (o be located near Muar sla-
thon for maintenance of the irack, power
:-up‘piif and signalling systems.

Additionally, Goh sald the HSR project
will be & potentisl catalyst for positive
inwestor sentiment.

“We acknowledge that the new Agong,
together with re-energised excitement in

astructural and property develop-
mefits in Johor co catalyse positve
inwvestor sentiment for the construction
£eCtor.”

He said this is especlally for lnerested
parties such as ¥YTL Corp Bhd, Gamuda
Bhd, IjM Corp Bhd, Sunway Construction
Group Bhd, Malaysian Resources Corp
Bhd, MMC Corp Bhd, WCT Holdings Bhd
and Berjaya Corp Bhd.



LOGISTICS ISSUE

ECRL'S IMPACT ON TRUCKING SECTOR

CONOMIC distuptions
must be accounted for
before wide-ranging
damage is done to the
country’s logistics sector,

There is already & shortage of
truck drivers In the Klang YValley
due 1o these drivers being drawn
toworkon the East Coast Rall Link
[ECEL) project.

It has been reported that up to
40 per cent of truck drivers have
left thelr posts to joln the con-
struction of the ECRL, ralsing
concerns over a shortage of
drivers in the Klang Valley and lts
gdversa Impact on local construc-
tion projects,

This shortage could undermine
the logistics sector, leading (o de-
lays and disruptions in food and
olher consumer flems,

Common sense dictares that
any workforce shorlages or dis-
ruptions will have a knock-on ef-
fecton the costall living.

While this would seem to be a
temporary problem, the comple-
tiomol the ECRL will, in fact, make
the disruptions worse ai a per-
centage of the trucking sector will
lose cut due to freight belng taken
ower by the railway.

Some might argue that this will
not happen, as the cost of the
ECRL for freight will be too high,
but ifthat is the case, then why did
we commit tothe ECRL In the first
place?

What will the benefits be?
Efther the truckers will be out of
work or the ECRL freight service

SAMIRUL ARIFF
OTHMAN

will be so high as (o negate any
benefir.

It is clear thar once the ECRL is
complers, truckers that used o
ply that route from Port Klang io
Kuantan Port and vice versa will
no longer have that market share,

We can then expect the opposite
problem, which is an oversupply
of truckers with the possibility
that many will be faid off.

This will mean that not only will
the ECRL fail to generate the
promized jobs, but it will ke
away pobs as well,

There have been various esti-
miates of how many jobs the ECRL
will create for locals — with es-
timates ranging from 23,000 oo
80,000 — but to date, a lack of
transparency clouds the kssue of
jobcreation.

Highly skilled jobs remain in
the hands of Chinese nationals,
whilelow-end fobs are taken up by
others including Bangla-deshis.

Seven years after the start of

onl el tor frivighit being faken over by the miet railvagy. FILE PG

construction, there is little
progress in the way of job cre-
ation. In fact there is a disturbing
“wall of silence” overthis issoe.

There is no readily available in-
formation that will clarify this
from the Human Besources Min-
istry or the builders of the ECEL.

Wi should nat hype about the
spillaver effect the ECRL will
have, as without solid economic
plans, clear directions and rar-
gets, this will remain wishful
thinking.

We cannot assume that a rail-

wiy running through a limited
part of the country will translate
toa positive spillover effect,

If the BECRL is mot able to turn &
profit, it may become & financial
black hale with the government
having to subsidise its operations
and mandating that a certain
amount of carge must be trans-
ported via the ECRL.

Let’s not Forget that the ECRL is
not the only rall line In Peningula
Malaysia. KTM hastracks minning
across the country from over 100
YEArs g0,

|
[ ¢ M EORY = =i o ; L
An Bast Coast Bail Link station wnder constrpction in Kota Bara, KEelantan, The trucking sector conld lose

Al that time, this was sufficient
for some level of economic
growth, but what is the ECREL ca-
pable of doing that the pre-ooist-
g rail infrastrocture could not
dowithout an investment intoup-
grading works and new trains?

The writef = 5 semor consuliant with
Blobal Asia Consulting and was pre-
wiously & 2enior rescarcher al the
Malay=ian Institute of Economic Re-
search The apininns expressed are
hits o



KUALA LUMPUR-SINGAPORE HIGH SPEED RAIL

'HSR WILL GIVE ECONOMY A BOOST’

Malaysia can also forge deeper integration
with Asean neighbours, says source

SHAREM FaLR
KUALA LUMPUR
bt st com.my

HE EKupala Lumpur-5Sin-
gapore high-speed rail
{HSE} will provide
Malaysian companies
and ralent access 10 a vast and
untapped market, including the
China-Asean Fconomic Trade
Lang, (he Eastern Boonamic Cor-
ridor in Thailand and sub-region-
al economic zones like the
Greater Mekong sub-région.
Market insiders said the Kuala
Lumpur-Singapore HSE, which
could be the first cross-border
HER in Asean due (o plans 1o con-

nect it 1o the Pan-Asian Rallway
and other neighbouring coun-
tries, could boost Malaysia’s
economy and allow the country
o despen Integration with s
nelghbours.

They sald this was in line with
the goal of placing Malaysia
among the world's 30 largest
econamies.

*Thiz opportunity will trans-
form how people travel and con-
duct business, particularly in
light of the anticipated growth of
thie sowthern corrfidor’s tokal de-
mand,” one of the market insid-
ers told the Business Times.

With more than 30,000 flights
anneally, the Kuala Lumpur-5in-

gapore afr corridor is among the
busiest international air roures in
the workd.

The 350kn trave] distance be-
tween Euala Lumpur and Singa-
pare 1a also thought fo be just
"right™ for the HSR to flourish,
a5 It is neither woo short noT o
far.

The goal of making Malaysia
more eavironmentally [riendly
and sustainable is another area
of emphasis fior the Madani econ-
DIy,

“"Compansd with driving a car
or flying on an airplane, the HSR
is more environmentally friend-
A

"It consumes [ess energy per
passenger kilometre, which helps
to Aght climate change and cut
gresnhouse gas emissions..

"It is critical 1o the advance-
ment of the citizens’ quality of

life and the growth of economies
in developing countries,” said &
market insider,

The transportation Sector's cir-
bon emissions accounted for 288
per cent of Malaysia’s rotal Fossil
fuel combustion, higher than the
global average of 24.5 per cent,
with road transport being a
major contriburor to carbon
efmissinns,

*Baszed on this, our plans to
achieve net-zero emissions by
2050 are oot looking good,

“We can get closer 1o that goal
with the Kuala Lumpur-Singa-
pore HER, which iz expected o
cul greenhouse gas emissions
{carbon dioxide) by about 10 mil-
lion vonnes in lis M 50 years of
operation,” he sabd.

According to the market [nsid-
er, one of the keys o successful
H5R delivery s the early adop-

tion of economic corridor plan-
ning to maximize the project’s
benefits and growth potential,

He sald bocause of the rise and
development of new economic
gectors and wrban transforma-
tion, early planning, in conjune-
tion with the H5E, could boost
investments, productivity and
employment growth.

*A successful example of this
was the private sector-financed
construction of the Talwan HSR
in the late 1995,

“BEconomic clusters with dis-
timctive themes have been iden-
tified in partnership with the
government for the five stations
along the Kuala Lumpur-Singa-
pore HSE corridor.

*They were developed in acoor-
dance with the Integrated Eco-
namic Development Man,” he
added.



HSS Engineers
associate wins
RM9.5mil job

PETALING [AYA: HSS Engineers Bhd's
(HEB) asscciate SMHE 5dn Bhd has
Hngunma mgﬂﬂd EWM
n Asel Alr re
consulting services of the propesed water
SYSIETS Upgrade et In Kuantan,
Fekan and Rompin in Pahang.

In a fiing vr:;ldlh Bursa Malaysia, the
Engines and project maragement
firm ﬁﬁﬂ' contract would commence
on Feb 19 and 15 estimated to be complet-
ed in July 2027,

It sajd services conducted by SMHB
inchuded but not limited to detailed design
and construction supervision. Thay are
gxpected o comtribute positively to the
revenus, earminys amd net assets of the
group for financlel years ending Dec 31,
204 to Dec 31, 2027,



FUNDING DOUBTS ABOUT HSR PROJECT

Analysts say government can't add another burden to its finances

ASILA JALIL
KUALA LUMPUR
iEnsl.com.my

HE government will mot
e able (o fully fund the
Kuala Lumpur-Singapone

high-speed rail (HSR)
profect, not with a RMLS trillien
debt hanging arownd its neck, said
some transport specialists,

They also raised doubts about
the private sectar’s ability to fund
the HSR and overall viability of
the project given that it may cost
more than RMEXD bil-
lion eventually,

However, the pov-

Tcan't see

four million were to switch to the
HS5R., ar similar airfares, the revenue
wan T beencugh topay forthe yearly
operiatinn cost, ket alone the capital
COsEs.

“The government i5 saying that
the private sector should beé fund-
ing it bat this project s not inan=
cially viable. I can't see how the
returns (return on investment) can
b mehicved with such low passenger
volume."”

On Jan 15, seven local and inter-
naticngal consortia comprsing 31
firms submitted reguest for Informa-
thon proposalsforthe
HSE project.

A report by the

o e s S AOW ke Slaeys Ss
can mes” the
possibly swapped with returns (return project was unlikely
those to be acquired  Of [RVestmient) o getoff the ground
for the project. they can be achieved E;g:lfﬂ“?[:lﬂdﬂd
Transport analyst  With such low Quoting sources,
Dr Rosll Azad Khan It staved thar fresh
sald the government passenger bidders for the pro-
cannot fund the HSE  volume, ject had requestad
project, not with a for government
RMLS trillion debt  pRROSLIATAD KHAN fundingin their pro-
hanging around s  franspart anatyst posals.
neck. There isalsothe Among the bid-

1Malavsia Develop-
tnent Bhd debt, he addad,

"leannot see how  project that
may cost mone than RM120 0 lion
inthecoming years can be funded
based on the current government
debr.”

Rasli said the low passenger
volume between both cities could
pose & proflem Ffor the HSH.

He pointed out thet the alr pas-
sengertraffic between Kuals Lum-
pr and Singapone stood atabout
four million last year,

"Even if we were to assume all

ders, Malayslano
Resources Corp Bhd. Berjaya Land
Bhd and 1IM Corporation Bhd had
annovinted that they were In a con-
sortium with YEeretapl Tanah Mel-
ayu Bhd.!

Tourism and transport business
congultant ¥.5, Chan eald consortia
areagger to bulld the track. statkons
and supply all the equipment mec-
essary to operate the HSR and galn
additional revemsue from 8 variety of
cogi-saving measures.

However, they need strong sup-

port from the federal and stary —a

povernments, particularly on land
MATDers.

“The government may not have
the money for funding, but land
acguired for the HSR could be
swapped with government-owned
land elsewhere or axchanged |n tri-
parthte agresments, Land acquisi-
thon wokd be too costly far the pri-
vake sector. In any case, the govern-
mient wold be the évential owner
of the tand and statbong.”®

He zald it is 8 fact thar the HSE
revernue will not be enough 1o cover
the operating costs. Therefore, the

'-ll::'ﬁ'.

operator will reguire some kind of
subsbdy from the government.

“Bust thiswill be a fewyears down
the road. Meanwhile, relévant par-
tles In the public and peivate sectors
will be planning and gearing up 1o
make full usf; nf:‘n:}::-ﬁn.sbﬂtlﬂg
asacatalyst forgrownh along the rail
corridor and boosting the sconomy
through |18 efficlency and appeal.
The net result i a gain for our coun-
try,” he added.

Malaysian Institute of BEconomic
Research economist Dr Shankaran
Mamhiar opined that the govern-

ment will not add a substantial
burden toits hnances by taking on
the project.

He said the government is trim-
ming its expenditure and raising
Fevene, evien [rom previous]y unex-
plored sources.

“Meither would the government
want i incoease its risk exposiine,
egpecially in view of the traftic thar
iz diffteult to ascertain In the inftial
years. It 15 unlikely that the gov-
ernment would want to add to its
existing contingent liabilities.” he
e,

Land

acquisition
would be too
costly for the
private sector.
In any case, the
government
would be the
evenitual owner
ofthe land and
stations.

¥Y.5 CHAN
Tairigm and ranspar
business consiliant

Neither

would the
government
want to
increase its
risk exposure,
especially in
view of the
traffic that
is difficult to
ascertain in the
initial years.

DR SHANKARAN
HAMBIAR

Malsyaasn lnslsule af
Ecomomis Research
BLONEATSE




Kerja pemasangan landasan ECRL fasa
pertama KPC ke Dungun 51ap sebulan awal

Fuantan: Herja pemasangon
landazan Projek Laluan Rel Pan:
tal Timuar (ECEL) bagl [asa per-
tama dari Huantan Porg City
{EPC), Pahang ke Dungun, Te
renggany sejauh 92 kilometer
{km) bagl jajaran utama slap
sebulan lehih awal daripada di-
jadualkan.

Erina Pegewail Eksekutil Ma.
laysia Rail Link 5dn Bhd (MEL),
Diatuk Seri Darwis Abdul Razak,
berkain mesin pemasangan trek
model ‘CCPG-500A" veang cangrih
sarta julung kali diguna palkai
dalwm indusiri mel di Malaysia
scRbh purata memasang landa
Ran gEpanjang 1.5km hingga Zkm
sahari.

Kalanyn, i selgrisnya menys:
lesalkan pemasangan landazan
dari KPC ke Dungun pada akhir
Februari Ealn.

“Perkembangan ind juga mem.
bolehkan proses lan-
dasan dar] KPC ke Dungun yang
membabitkan mesin  pemadat
tandasan dan mesin balloss re
gulator berjaya dilaksanakan se-
peninhnya pada awal bulan inl.

Kerp pemasangan lanoasan ECRL dr Dungur, Terznygu:mu

“Justeru, kerja pemasangsn
landosan ECRL sudah memasu-
ki fosa kedua sejak 8 Mac lala
yang membabitkan jajaran uta-
ma sepanjang kira-kiva 90km da-
rl KPC ke Maran, Pahang," ka-

tenya pada Majlis Berbuka Pus-
a4 Beraama Projek BECRL, di sind,
malam kelmarin.

Pada majlis itu, sukarelawan
MRL vang diterajul jabatan pi-
hak berkepentingan membawa

[Eota Shaan MEL)

&0 anak watim dan kakltangan
dari Pertubulan  Kehajikan
Amak Yatim dan Mizkin Baiml
Muokmin seria Bumah Anak Ya-
tim dan Faklr Miskin Permata
Al Insyirah untulk sesi tazkivah,

Jamuan berbuka puasa serta so-
lat Maghrib borjemanh.

DM samping itd, MRL juga
mengambil inisiatif untuk ber-
Eongsi rezeki dengan anak ya-
tim yang dissmpurnakan oleh
Pengeras! Jawniankussa Kerja
Raya, Pengangkutan dan Ke
gihatan FPahang, Razali
Rassim.

Sementara itu, Darwis ber-
kata, kerja pembinaan jajaran
ECRL di Pahang berjalan de-
niran lancar dan mencapal ke-
majuan sebanyak 5897 peratus
sefakat Februari lalo, didukung
oleh herja terowong, pemasa-
njfan rasuk jejambat, pambina-
an stesen dan pemasingan lan-
dnsam,

Kalanya, jajaran BCRL yang
sepanjang 2S0km di Pahang
membabitkan pembinan tujuh
sltesen, laliu stesen Cherating
dan KotaSAS adalah uniuk to
juan penumpang sahaja mana.
kala stesen KPC, Paya Besar, Ma-
ran, Temerloh dan Bentong ads:
lah stesen gabungan ponwiimpang
dan kango.



Jajaran Kota
Bharu-Gombak
dijangka siap
ikut jadual
Disember 2026

leh Nor Fazlina Akdul Rahim
afezlina@bhoomanry

Kemajuan kescluruhan projek
Lalan Rel Pantal Timur (ECRL)
yang merangkumi empai nege-
ri iaitu Kelantan, Terenggani,
Pahang dan Selangor telah men-
capal 624 peratus setakal bulan
Lala.

Hata Pegawal Eksekutif Ma-
laysia Rail Link Sdn Bhd (MRL),
Diatuk Sari Darwis Abdul Razak,
berkata pembinaan projek megn

biu di Kelantan disifatkan paling

mudah termasuk dalam wrusan
pengambilan tanah.

Katanya, schingga kinl sega-
la wrusan pengambilan tanah di
Eelantan selesal sepenuhnya dan
kerja pembinann di negerd ifu
mencapal kemajuan 75.8 peraius
dengan Eeselurmhan jajaran se-
panjang 43 kilometer.

“Jajaran ECRL darl Hota
Bharu ke Terminal Bersepadu
Gombak, Selangor difangka slap
mengikut jadual iajiu pada Dij
sember 2026 dan mula beroperasi
pada Januari 2027,

“Jajaran ECRL darl Gombak
ke Pelasbuhan Klang pula dijan.
#ka siap pada Disember 2027
katanys pada sidanp media pada
Majlis Berbuika Puasza Bersama
ECRL di Kota Bharu, malary kel
TEArin.

Yang turut hadir, Pengerusi
Juwatankuasa Kerja Raya, Infra-
struktur, Afr dan Pembangunan
Luaar Pandar MNegeri Helantan,
Datuk Dr Izani Hosin.

Mengulas lanjut, Darwis ber-
kata, pembinaan projek ECEL
sepanjang 665 kilometer itn mem-
babitkan perbelanjaan HM50,27
hiition.

Katanyn, jajaran ECRL turut
membahitkan pembinaan 41 te-
rowong sepanjang lebih 62 kilo-
mieer soria pembinean jejambat
150 kilomefer.

“Ban¥ak cabaran yang kita
Ialul sepanjang projek ini ber-
Rlan, termtama dengan keada-
an  poografl selain  pemblnasm
banyvak terowong,” katanya.

Eetika ditanya berbubung
harga tiket vang akan dikenz.
kan, Darwis momaklumkan per-
Eara ita belom dibincangkan se-
takat ind

“Harga tikot akan ditentukan
oieh  Eementerian  Kewangan
dan saya yakin harga yvang dike-
nakan adalah berpatufan,” ka-
Lanya,

Darwis (kiri) dan fzani (dua dard ki) cek sumbangan
Ramodon Maodrasal mrmmm
(Foto Mor Fazling Abdul Rahim/Be)



T!I-' Em'l: Coast Rail Link in Kelantan i 75, # per cent complere,

ON TRACK

FIC BY MIK ASTHILELAH SW ORER

ECRL in 4 states 62pc complete, says CEQ

KOTA BARU: Construction of the
East Coast Bail Link (ECRL) in
Felantan, Terengganu, Pahang,
and Selangor |s 624 per cent
complete up to February.

Malaysia Rail Link Sdn Bhd
(MRL) chief executive officer
Datuk Serl Darwis Abdul Razak
said In Eslantan. construction
wiks 75,8 per cent complate,

“The ECRL in Kelantan covers
A3km wilh two slations: a pas-
senger station in Kota Baru and a
passenger and cargo station In

Pasir Puleh.

“The ECEL, from Kota Baru to
the Integrated Transport Termi-
nal {(ITT} in Gombak, s expected
o be compléted in December
2026 and will start operations in
January 2037,

*The ECRL stretch from Gom-
bak 1o Port Klang is expected to
be completed by December 20277
he sald after a breaking-of-fas
event here on Sunday.

Darvis sald the construction of
elevared bridges in Kelantan was

Fl'ﬂEJ-"'rf-ﬂl'IEW"-‘
"W have 2
breakihrou i
number of :u.n

to 30 (out of 41).° -

He said meqrum srrerch from
Kuantan to Dungon had been
compieted,

The sa5km ECRL |5 expected to
cul travel time from Kora Bam o
ITT Gombak to four hours, as
compared with a road journey of
at least seven hours by road,
Bernama




SPILLOVER EFFECTS

PAN BORNEO HIGHWAY BOOST

Large-scale infrastructure projects can further spur Malaysia's economic development

SHAREM KALIR AND 5. BIRRUNTHA
KUALA LUMPUR
he@nst. com.my

ALAYSIA sheuld focus
on initiating large-scale
infrastructure projects,
which are crucial for the
country’s economic development as
they generate splllover effects and
employment opportunities.

This, In turn, would not only
enhance productivity but also ensure
that Malaysia malntained iz global
competitiveness, said KGVY Interna-
tional Property Consultanis execi-
tive director Samuel Tan.

He satd notwithsianding the
underwhelming performance in
the fourth quarter of last year, there
would be an ap=ide lift for the econ-
army this year, driven by Light Rail
Transiy, Mass Rapid Transit and Pan
Bormen Sabal highway projects,

A spokesperson with a foreign

fund management company, who
spoke on condition of ancnym-
iy, sabd he anticlpated a promising
outlook for the copstruction sectos,
supported by engalng governmeant
progects.

He sald the landscape was baol-
stered by private-sector construc-
thon veniures, busyed by substanrial
Investments n new semiconductos
foundries and data centres.

"Last vear, the overall perfor-
mance of the constraction indusiry
was below expectations, with most
plavers recarding low earnings.

“The industTy remains plagued by
rising consrructien costs, declining
arder boaks and a ferce competithe
enyvironment.

“However, we believe that indus-
Iry resvenue will shonw better perfor-
imance n the coming quarters.”

e of the significant infrastruc-
ture undertakings in Malaysia lsthe
Pan Bormeo Sabah highway

Big contractors, particularly those
with a proven frack record in Sahah
and robust iinancial standings, are
expecied to take the lead in bid-
ding for the remaining contracts as
the project’s funding mechanism
b comies Clearer.

Acconding 1o CIME Secuirities, the
tender activities for Phase 1B of Pan
Bornea Sabah are gaining traction,
evidenced by the recent awarding of
multiple new contracts.

The research firm sabd Phase 1B
of the highway, valued at BMI5.7 bil-
Llion, encompassed 20work packages,
cach averaging about BMYES million,

“Four were awarded on
March 23 and physical work Is set to
commence on April 1. 1

“For the remalning 16 packages,
the tender process = expected (o Con-
clude by the end of this month, with
physical work scheduled to begin in
Miay. 5o far, a total of 300 companies
hawe participated in the Phase [B 1en-

der and we believe that it would take
i few months bo shortlist the candi-
lates,” if &ajd.,

However, CIMB Securities cau-
tioned that the project’s margins
might face pressure due to st com-
petition,

Despite this, cost-competitive
contractors still have the oppartinity
tosecure multiple contracts when the
tenders conclude.

CisiB Securities noled a dispinet
lack of public-listed construction
compankes invodved in the Pan Bor-
niso Sahah project.

it sald most, if ot all, of the con-
tractors chosen for Phase LA and the
[niclal four paclkages of Miase 1B were
privaely hald entities.

"However, we anticipate that pub-
lie-lsted contractors will take centre
stage in the upcoming bidding pro-
cesses as the project’s funding mech-
anism becomes mone tmspan:n:.'
it kgl




2,000MW OF SOLAR POWER

BIDDING FOR LSS5 BEGINS

Request for
proposal document
available online
from April 1-14

ATANIS SHAHILA AMAN
KUALA LUMPUR
bt nst.com. my

HE government has

staried the competitive

bidding for 2,000

megawatts (MW of solar
power under the fifth large-scale
salar (LS55 programme.,

The request for propasal (RFP)
document is awvailable for pur-
chase online from April 1-16 on
the Energy Commission's web-
Eite,

The two gigawatis of green en-
ergy allocated to LSS5, also
known as LSS Petra, more than
double the amount allocsted to
LS54 announced three years ago.

The Energy Transition and Wa-
ter Transformation Minlstry (Pe-
tra) said 155 Petra would provide
apportunities for particlpation
and encourage the Invobrement
of Bumiputera developars, with
four packages, each offering dif-
ferent quota ranges.

A total of 500MW had been al-
lecated to Bumiputera majority-
owned small and medlum enter-
prizses and companies under
packages one and Dwo,

The first three packages of
LS00MW solar quota will be for
ground and rooftop solar gener-
ation, while the fourth package
for another S00MW will be for
[loating solar projects.

The commission sald this was
one of the government’s initia-
Lives 10 SUpporn energy transition
and carbon reduction by increas-
ing the share of renewable energy

The first large-scale solar (L5S) project in Kualo Loangat, !s'rlm,gﬂ.r. The bwo gigawatis of green energy
allocated to LSS5, also known a3 LSS Peira, more than dowble the amounl allocated to LSS, g o

o 0 per cent by 2050,

“The LSS Petra programme pro-
vides opportunities for Bumipot-
era compankes to paricipate In
the emergy sector and compede
falrhy," it sabd.

LSS programmes reportedly
had seen & lull since its fourth
award In 2021 amid project hic-
cups due o sharmp jump [n solar

panel prices. The awards then
had a maximum capacity of
SOMW per project.

A separale programme iniro-
duced later, the Corporabe Green
Power Programme, which eniails
individual consumers to sign
power purchase agrecments with
a solar project developer, saw a
capactty of 30MW per project

migde available,

The solar power pants under
LSES are scheduled to start op-
erating in 2026,

The packages offered are Pack-
age 1 for rooftop/fground solar
power plants with a total quota
offered of 250MWac and the al-
lovwred capachty range is between
18%W'ac to more than 1OMWac,



ENERGY

By DANIEL KHOD
danul:hm@lhua‘l:rmm Iy

KUALA LUMPUR: A very competitive
Iendscape iz anticipaied for the fifth ifers-
tion of the large-scale solar programme
(L555), ml:nh mmahh'te Lﬂﬁ” (RE} and
nor-RE players are ant ted (o gear up
and h:d# or the project.

While raw material costs of solar panel
Eﬂm have seen a sustadned steep drop on

n supply and competition, sotme nds-
ry plavers think price margins could con-
l:inuu* 10 be waler-thin this time around.

This is as forefgn competition is expected
o &lso feature in this space now, following
the latest bidding guidelines released by the
Energy Commission (EC) this week.

It may see some Mdders taking sdvan-
tage of any lower cost of capital due to thedr
global scale and better econormies of scale.

o the statement. by the EC
forelm compandes will be able 10 take part
in Package 3 and Package 4 of the L555 in
CONSOETLm partnership with majoricy local
equdty ownershdp of 51%.

There was also the concern of reverse
bidding, whereby some players may under-
Eetm thedr bidding quotes just (o gain mar-

share locally since foreign players will
niow b Imvuhred wamuw

As it = now, analysis project solar panel
prices could decline further despite high
demand, given broader industry dynamics
nfh 1 supply for these panels.

prices have fallen some 9%
from 113551 33 per wall n 2000 &nd some
estimates. have projected this could dro
even further (o 10 US cents per walt |

YEar,
The key in both Package 3 and Package 4

=, large-scale solar
programme is expected to

be a keenly contested race
as foreign players enter the
blddlng process

then would be for local plavers o get a
strong réputable foreign consortam part-
neT to anchor it bid.

Areca Copital Sdn Bhed chief executve
offlcer Danmy Wong believes the latest LS55
iteraton should learn from the previous
L554 and be & betier version of it

“The q‘ummn ks whether the bids will be

to those who are I:‘E-H.'l.l.}" l:n:rd. or will
accept anyone o do

*Prices for solar panels var gnne oW
It iz lkely the bids will be hased on these
loweer forecasts. However, bear in mind
they can also suddenly rise due fo unex-

fectors,” he told SfarBiz,

Wong said fhe best and mmost ideal type of
model would be allowing players 1o work
with offtakers separately so thal margns
wﬂl l:e umrninah'le

rs 1--n:|u]d also need w be
mlnd:l‘l.:] a

their risks in ¢
nnwl:hprujem. though it may sou

“Prices for solar panels
have gone down. Itis
likely the bids will be
based on these lower
forecasts. However,

' # bear in mind they can

also suddenly rise due
to unexpected factors.”

Danny Wong

hcrative on the surface,” he said,
The L555 sees a ol of mwo
(GW] quota, which s by far the largest for

any of the L3S programmes compared 1o
midwn one GW auctions in cycles prior o

gigawatts

Despite any margin concerns by the
 Solarvest Holdings Bhd's chief
executive officer Davis Chong is upbeat and
sald the company ks the LS55 w0
be more profitable than the LS54 by mov-
ing towards & more market-driven

P‘Fw;m:t‘unk it will result in a inter-
mal rale of return and &8 more feasihle bosi-

rofit to facilitate & healihier competi-
m:l ar all hidders,

"A markei-driven 1555 will also lead to
chieaper levelized cost of energy, allowing
COMSUMETS 10 en;n:.' clean energy at an eco-
norvdcal lgsn;e, he said.

has allocated a cerain pordon

for local and bumiputra players. With our

over 1,200 megawatts (MW) proven track
record, we think Solarvest is in a strong
position to compete for the SOOMW larg-
er<scale project and the floating solar cate-
'i-'i':|l our capability™ he added.
ng alzo noted that smaller engineer-
II'DE'LIFFI'I'IFI"I.I consirucion & OO
r'll]ﬁsmn:ng and RE developers can focus on
smaller-scale projects.

“This approach will enable Malaysian

ies to drive the development of util-
irp-scale solar and achisve munial success,
In 2019, Solarvest completed Molaysias
first and largest floadng solar farm in
Dengldl, Selangor,” he said.

MIDF Research in Eu;ﬂ.lum,mih u:pﬂbi
the outcome of the b MHMH for e
anmounced by year-end, would-give
successful b sufficient dme for finan-
cial close and a plant constructon next
vear, before achual operations deadline in
2026 as had been set by the EC.

“Ome of the key changes In the latest LSS
iz the rize in capacity bid bmadr to S00MW
for Packages 3 and 4, which is five tmes the
previous 100MW Limdt for L553 and 10
thrmees the SOMW LEmie for LS54,

*“We reckon a project of such size could
entall huge capital diture of some
EM1.5bd to B2 30l which requdres a fadr
ly demanding balance sheet capacioy” it
Hud.

“Within the asset cwmner space, we belisve
the hig boys within the wilities sector such
a3 Masional Bhd and YTl Power
Internabonal Bhd are likely to come in as
anchors in thelr consortiums, especially for
the larger capaciiy hids" it added.

It also noded that one of the ey pain
poinis in previous LSS programmes was the

excessive competition to supply enérgy toa
simigle buyer that has driven down renurns
gle-digit levels.



Kera]aan batal projek lebuh raya P]D Llnk

Putrajaya: Kabinet semalam mie
mutuskan untuk tidak menerus-
kan propek pembinaan lebuh raya
Petaling Joya Traffic Dispersal
Elevated Highway (PJD Link).

Menterl Homunikasl, Fahmi
Fadil, berkaia kepuiusan fha di-
bust selepas pemegang konsesi-
nys gagal memenuhi enam dark
pada 11 syarat yang ditetapkan.

“Jemaah Menteri membuat ke-
putusan tidak melanfutkan per

dengan pihak FJD
Link vang memohan lanjutan un-
tuk memenuhi sejumiah syarat.
Herajaan menolak permohonan
ik,

“Setwlum ini syarikst sudah
memohon dua kall lanjutan bagl
memenuhi syarat ditetaplkan. Su-
sulan kegagalan itu, projel ter
habit tidak diteroskan,” katanya
pada sidang media di sind, sema-
lam.

Berdasarkan perancangan, le-
buh raya terbabit akan menghu.
bungkan bahagian utara dan se-
Iatan Petaling Jaya menerus) Pe
taling Jaya Utara, Bandar Ulama,
Tamin Tun D Iemail, Taman Da-

to" Harun, Taman Medan Baru,
Taman Sri Manja, Bandar Ei-
ﬁﬁumm:mmm

Pendoduk =erempat banagl

Bagaimanapiin, pemiinaan
projek ity mendapat bantahan da-
ripada pendindul setempat,

Malah, kerajaan Sclangor pada
tahin lalu membuat Keputusan
membatalikan permohonan pem-
binzan lebuh raya terbabif, be
riloatan pedan dikemukakan bee-
kattan laporan penlaian tmpak
didapati thdak menepati syaratdi-
tetapkan.

Pada 24 Februari lalu, Menteri
Besar Datuk Seri Amirudin Sha-
ri, dilsporkan meminta pemaju
Isbuh raya terbabit merunding
kan semuls jajarannyn dengan
korajnan Persekutean,

Mengulns lanjut, Fahmi vang
Juga Jurucakep Kerajasn Perpa-
duan berkata, Kementerian Eerja
Raya (KHR) aksn memberi per.
inclan penuh berhobung Keputu-
gan yvang diambil Jemaah Men-
terl

Lakaran artis projek pembinaan PID Limk



NO DEFINITIVE ESTIMATE FOR NOW

SHAREM HALR
KUALA LUEMPUR
blE@nsLcom.my

HE cost of the proposed
KEuala Lumpur-Singa-
pore high-zpeed rall
{H5R} project may come
in at about RM70 billion, sald
market insiders. adding that this

15 30 to 35 per cent lower that the

previously reported EMIID bil-

Lion.

"Nodefinitive cost estimate has
ever been provided for the HSR

| project. The RM70 billion figure
| is a projection based on factors
| such asthe length and alignment
of the railway line, as well as the
| mumbser of trains ancd stations re-
| quired,” sajd an insider,

MyHSE Corporation, the gov-
ernment=owned entity oversse-
ing the HSR projects develop-
| ment, received concept propos-
' als from seven domestic and
| international consortia by the
| Jan 15 desdiine.

The request for information
(RFT} was to énable the govern-
ment to assess the private sec-
tor's abllity to fully finance the
project without state funding or

—_—T

But progress may stall as the 3 shortlisted
consortia are seeking govt financial support

Buaraniers,

The three shortlisted consortia
— ¥TL Construction Sdn Bhd-
SIPP Rall Sdn Bhd; Malaysian Re-
gources Corp Bhd-LIM Constrsc-
tlon S5dn Bhd-Berjava Rail Sdn
Bhd-Keretapl Tanah Melayu Bhd
(MECE-LIM-BERaill-KTMB), and a
Chinese consartium led by state-
owned China Rallway Constrec-
tlom — are sald to be sccking
some form of government finan-
chal mEpport.

The MRECBE-LIM-BRail-KTME
consortium has reportedly re-
guesied in it proposal for gow-
ernment compensate iF the num-
ber of passengers falls hélow a
minimum threshaold.

The ¥TL-led group has reguest-
el for snme form of government
financial support in ks bid to
manage the mounting costs of
butlding the lne.

"Thiz contradicts the govern-
ment s stance that it will nor fond
the proposed 350km line,” sald
(e imsider.

"0Of the shornlisted consomia,
only the China Railway-led con-
sortium possesses pobust -
nances 1o undertake the project
via private funding.”

Sunway University Buszlness
School Bconomics Prof D Yeah
Fim Leng said the mega rail pro-
ject was edging closer to reality
with MyHSE shortlisting the
three consartia,

However, hi cau-

RM708 COST FOR HSR PROJECT?

ment-led project. Instead, the
private sector can contribute cap-
ital and carry on the project,” he
gsald during the Keluar Sekefap
podeast with Khairy Jamaluddin
and Shahirll Hamdan on April 5.
The project, first

tioned that numer- - Tdon't see mooted by YTL
4 pessomie s why we must  JI000 S
the project could SdAY MO, bt it ed ina legally bind-
Irﬂmﬂgitrtff-h[in‘-‘iuﬁ- should not be a galagrcbex:me;élz n
ng rios B government-led  DSSemoeh 9
assessing the pro- project. Instead,  ing the line opera-
ject's feasibilicy, thonal by 2026,

and determining
the extent of gov-
CIRMENT SUPPart.

Yeah stressed
that if the econom-
ic viability and fi-
nancing challenges
were resclved, the
project could sig-
nificantly benefit the Malayslan
economy by the end of the
decade.

Transport Minister Anthony
Loke sald early this month the
concesslon method used for pri-
vaie companies to build high-
wiys could be adopted.

He said the HSE remained an
Inregral project that could be an
game changer for the country.

"Idon't see why we must say no,
but it should not be a govem-

the private sector
can contribute
capital and carry
an the profect.

ANTHONY LOKE
Tram..pprl MifisLer

However, It was
put on the back
burner following
several delays at
Malaysia's request
and eventually
lapsed in Docembiber
2024,

EGY Internatkon-
al ety Cofsultants execu-
Lve samuel Tan said on
the surface, it appeared that only
the Chinese comzartium pros-
sessed the financial capacity to
undertake this massive project.

“Whatever the case, the HSR
project, when opeérational, will
transform the entire transporta-
tion landscape in Malaysia. The
country will be part of the big
jigsaw within the Pan Asian Rail-
way Metwork,” he addéd,



PJD Link cut off for good
AR

Developer was
unable to fulfil
government’s
conditions,
says Fahmi

By TEH ATHIRA YUSOF
tehathirayusofi@thestar.oomomy

PUTRAJAYA: The Pefaling Java
Dispersal Link (P]D Link) high-
way project is no more.

The project has been discontin:
ued as the deseloper fafled o
meeel conditions set by the poy-
ernment and there will be no
more discussiens on the proposed
highway, says Fahmi Fadxil

The povernment spokesman
said the Cabinet has decided not
to continue discussions afier the
developer feiled to fulfil condi-
tions, which would allow the con-
cession agreement (CA) {o (ake
affert,

“The developer was not ahle to
fulfil the condidons® the
Communicatidns Minister told a
press conference after the Cahiner
meeting yesterday. -y

He said the Works Ministry
would issue a detailed starement
on the matier soomn.

PJD Link was & propased 25 4lom
duaHane elevated expressway
connecting Damansars o Bandar
Kinrara in Selangor, starting after
the NEVE ioll plaza at the SPRINT

ressway in Damansara and
] at the intersection of the
Bukir [alil Highway.

The ject  was  initlally
finated as the Kinrare-Damansars
Expressway (Kidex) around 2003
but was cancelled by the Selangor

g -

S

e pdl] W14
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oy

down: Fahmi spesking during a press conference on the highway's canceltation in Putrajaya.

= LOW L&Y PHON/The Star

state government in 2015 after
FI"I:IEME.

A new project, the PJD Link,

was then approved in principle
by the Cabinet in Hwemger 2017
and by the sate government in
September 2020 before the CA
was signed between the hog
er and the government on April

2022,

The io-ale-
viate (raffic congestion from
Bandar Utama to Kinrara through
the Pefaling Jaya ares, and as an
aliernative to the Damansara-

Puchong Expressway, which has

tmeed:dils IEEE
ﬂ.

h:rl mﬁenl]s who dﬁ it l:[%r;
solve the long-stan fra
issne and would instead see &
Touge numbser of vehicles In el
dential areas.
I.h'n y 31 last year, ﬂ}E then

r 5elangor Mentri Besar
LJm-uk Seri Amirudin Sharl had
announced the decision to scrap
the BT

slate government i5 not
satisfied with the pro and
has decided o cancel the pros
posed construction of PJD Link,”

o shruary this
owever, in February this vear,
The Star Merro, citing informmed
SOUrces, reported q‘tit talks of the

et belng revived emenged at
ﬂmﬂ nlr"‘m and a meetin
between  the developer an

Econormic Action Counecll

was held on Jan 10,

ThpStarT V.com E




ECRL capai
kemajuan
1803 peratus
di Kelantan

Kota Bharu: Pembinaan projek
Laluan Rel Pantal Timur (ECRI)
di Eelantan sudah mencapal ki
inajuan sechingga 78.03 peratus se-
takat Mac lalu.

Eetoa Pegawal Eksekubif Ma-
lavsia Bail Link Sdn Ehd (MREL),
Datuk Serl Darwis Abdul Razak,
berkata ia menunjukkan pening-
katan tiga peratus, berbanding
pada Februari lahu.

Katanya, peningkatan pembi-
naan bevkenant hasil kerjgsama
daripada semua pihak dan kerfa
J}.‘&lnmmﬁkul jmrhug] wang ditetap-

“Bementara itu, kerja pems-
sangan landasan deri Gebeng,
Pahang ke Dungun, Terengganu
sudah slap sepenuhnya sepanjang
92 kilometer (km), manakala dari
Gebeng ke Maran, Pahang sepan-
Jtnz #7km sudah siap sebamyak

“E-Ehbﬂm:m is dalam proses
pemblnasn dan  dijangks sisp
mengikut masa yang ditetapkan,”
katanya ketika ditemui pada Maj-
liz Rumah Terbuks ARTri bag-
sama Projek Lalean RBel Pantal
Timur (BCRL) di Hotel Perdana di +
sint. semalam,

Hadir sama, Menieri Besar
Kelantan, Detok Mohd Massurad-
din Datad.

Darwis berkata, bagl pemasa:
ngan sistem elebtrifilasi pols i
akan bermula seawal Mel ind di
kawnzan Gebeng, Pehang Kem-
dian, is akan disesuli kerfa perma-
sangan sembovan.



HSS Engineers declares 1.21 sen dividend on strong FY23

EUALA LUMPUR: H55 Engineers Bhd has  30% of FY23 net profit, In ine with s divi-  Sinampalam stated  that  the p Is continoed success.

anngunced a final single-ter dividend of duldpﬂlh:fimgetedmaﬁtfmnualmt il to offer dividends to its “Additionally, our outlook ia buoyed by
1.21 2en per share in respect of the finan- BT, their long-standing  the swift progress of mega infrastrocrure
clal year ended Dec 31, 2023 (FY23), o sig- 'Enrpnud dividend, subject to commitment to the company. Initiatives in Malaysia, propellsd by the

shareholders at the group’s “With & robust order book totalling governments endorsement of key projects

nificant increass from the previous years
dividend of 0.92 sen per share. E une 6 k5 set o be paid oot o BM1.5bil as at Dec 31, 2023, encompass- such as phase 1B of the Pan-Borneo

M on
sharehaol on June 26, with an ex-date Ing projects spanning across renewable way in Sabah and the Penang Light

In & statemient, 'r.ha e mmd&rﬂ-
ject management oon the on June 10, energy, data centres, roads, high Transir. The endeavours underscore
dend payout is mted H EME.2mil or ve vicechalrman Tan Sri Kuna raflways, and water, we are poised ? the significant opportunities ahead.”



HSS to pursue
contemporary
techniques

PETALING JAYA: HSS Engineers Bhd
will comtinue to pursue the adoption of
CONEETPOEAry ital techniques o

ﬂﬂmmmmﬁr&m
In a filing with Malaysia, HS5
sabd irs met profit for the first quarter

epded March 31, 2024 Improved o
ma:mnmﬁugmmum mﬁwm
quarter, mainky con-
tributed by project management and
constriction suparvision projects

Revenue grew 0 RM47.38mil from
RM45.85mil 2 year earlier while basic
earnings per share stood at 0.88 sen
compared with 0.85 sen previ

H55 said the local
96.5% of the groap's total revenue.

It =aid i unb arder book as an
March 31, 2024 stood at BM1.45hil, with
the project ment segment haing
the biggest contributor at T5%.

The compamy said ity order book will
be hilled progresively owver the next

Eight vears.




Baghdad metro to lift HSS Engineers’ earnings

PETALING JAYA: HS5 eers Bhd's
eam are expected o pick up in the
second half 2024 (2H24) when s
Baghdad memro project in Irag ldcks off,
CGS International (CGSI) Research.
Engineers' core net ini the sec-
ond quarter of 2024 (2024) Wﬂﬂr
5T% vear-on-year (y-o-y) to B
bringing 1H24 core net profit to RM7T.7mil
which saw g 30% decline v-o-7 r
CGS] Research said this was in ne with
at 22% and 23% of its and
Bipomberg consensus’ financial year 2024
{FY24) forecasis.

ﬂheke:,rhkﬁllugm for 2024 was an 11%
Y-y dechine ropect Managemesnt con-
sultency [Mﬂ:ﬁmm 1o BM1%mil,

*Thiz was dua to the décline in recogmni-
don for its maes rail transit (MET) three
FMC, but offeet by other FMU projects, such
a3 Pan Borneo Saheh 1A (77 .4% com-
pletion &s of June 24) and its rabe as project
delivery manager in the Northern Corridor
Eronomic Region,” the research house said
in & report yesterday.

The group's gross profit mangin stood at

30% in 2024 compared with 1024 32%
and 2023 33%. HES Engineers gross profit
margin has been in the 30% to 3™ range

£ past nine quarters, and at 22% 0
29% in 1020 to 4021.

On July 1, HSS Engineers and ifs joing
veniure parner, Consultant H3S, LLC
entered into & coniract with the Mayoraloy
of Baghdad for the provision of PMC and
construction supervision services (C55) for
a metro project in the Iragl capital.

Tha total estimated fees are RA1.49hil of
which HE5 Engineers' 50% share is worth
B 745mil.

Of the amount, BM249mil (0.6% of con-
struction cost of RMBIhIT) related (o the
FMC work that cominenced in July and

ends in . -
Thmﬁii. the (55 contract woarth

BEMA9Tmil [1.2% of constructon oost of
BMEINI) will commence in I0Z5 and end
in May 2029,

W bhelieve the ltmus test for its
Baghdad metro project is the receipt of
advance payment of RM3ITmil [(HSS
Engineers’ 50% share), which 15 expected

by September;

*The Baghdad metro project brings HSS
Engineers’ vear4o-date confract wins o
about RMBE0OmMAl and order book to
BM21bil as of June.

*Depending on dming and the ability o
execute, there could be 2 oy the gT0s5
profit margins for this contract, whepe the
estimated gross profit margin goidance for
this nesr project of 40% is superior to the
Eroup Eross margin of 32% as of
1024, rates internatonall
and itz damestic cost” the
houss said. -

The research house ed oul that
DO ific risk= with overssas con-
tracts winld be mitigated by the advance
payment 1o be received and the end-client,
which is the government of lrag.

“Additionally, we believe this is an impor-
tant win for H5S Engineers to diversily ils
order book firom the MET 3 PMC and
could open the doars (o more overseas pro-

making HSS ers bess suscepti-
ﬁﬁn delays mcnmﬂmvsm m»,@r
the research house sald.



MRT 3 revival
to benefit
the economy

PETALING JAYA: The revival of the mass
mp{&u';‘muﬂﬁmma] twill help
propel the ove grm-.rm B construc-
tion industry in the

Benefiting from l.he
project are Gamuda W‘ETL Carp

el H5S eers Bhd, m:urdmg io 1::35.
international (CGSI) Research,

The resaarch house noted that Gaminda
was the Jowest bidder for civil main con-
fractor (CMC) 303 funnelling before &
refender, while YTL was the lowest bidder
for CMC 302 before & retender, and HSS
wis inwolved in the existing project man-
agement consultant (PMC) contract.

“The r-emgn‘d:lun for HSS' MET 3 PMOC
contract, which was awarded in late 2022
has been slow, given the large civil packa
es for MET 3 hawe vet o be awarded,” OG51
Research said.

Tt sadd other Hsted contractors, which did
wiork for MRET 1 and/or MET 2 such as WCT
Holdings Bhd, Sunwey Construction
Bhd and Corp Bhd, could also be poten-
tal of the MET 3.

billding
like Malayan Cement Bhd and piling con-
tractors like Econpile Holdings Bhd would
also benefic

CGS] Research reiterated “owérweight”
mm&mmmm&nmnfm
project fows from data centres, semicon:
ductor [actories and industrial wa:ehuua—
o4, s well as 5 potential revival in govern-
ment infrastructure spending.

Last Friday, MET Corp announced it was
undertaking a revised public display for
MET 3, running for thres months from Sept
alnnﬁézummbm o

Wi believe | cause of a proposed
change in alignment which ires & new
raibway scheme,” CGS1 Research said,

There would be 35 designated locatdons,
, ellgl MET information kiosks and 27 MET

on trucks at key sives for the pub-
lﬁ:ﬁlﬁgyu_em’&u. : o
- Iy give &n opportunity (o the pub-
! lic to review and provide fee on the
proposed

que altignmiene, sited and other details
| Sur'r.'mi:lr:]#l.i:nemmslhn
a:umdmemmlal-umpm

mdhﬂﬁﬂﬂﬂmh’ll
- MRT, light raltl:rurlsit. nm

llnee.lhm 110 smmgiult?mdmur
change connecting stations.

"While we believe the pubbic display
shows the government's intenton to revive
the MET 3 project, The timeline remaine
uncertain for now," CGSI Research said.

“We halieve it f= le that MET 3will
bee included in Budget 2025 and be rofled
irmi;gt fExt Iljfﬂﬂdwlhh!ﬂl:;“ﬁ::!h.h hear-

an i the Litmpiire
Si hlgh—apeed:rail take prece-
| dence over the MRTZ," it addad.
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MyHSE Corpararion chalrstan Datuk Seri Fauzi Abdul Rakman speaking at the HSR Asia 2024 Fortim in
Kuala Lamplr yestenday. Fc By EialRy SHaSSUIN

UNDER GOVT STUDY

DECISION ON HSR
PROJECT BY YEAR END

It can stimulate country’s economy by
creating greater integration, says Fauzi

ALZAHRIMN ALIAS
KLUALE LUMPUR
btEnst. com_my

ALAYSIA will make

a decizslon on the

mlti-billion-ringgit

Koala Lumpur-Sin-
gapore high spead rall (HER) pro-
ject by vear end,

MyHSR Corporation chalrman
Datuk Serl Fauz Abdul Rahman
said the government was in the
midst of studying the project,
with a fofus on the long-term
aconomic impact as well as tha
country's Mscal position.

“The compicte working paper
on the project’s implementation

will be brought to the Cabinet for
a final decislen,” he sald at the
HSE Asla 2024 Forum yesteoday.

The HSR project. he sald, was
not just another Tansport nei-
work, but had grear potential to
form a collective effort in build-
Ing the future of the country.

Fauzi zald the rall project could
stimulate the country s economy
by creating greater integration.
egpecially with neighbouring
countries, through the first cross-
border HSE in Asean.

The project s seen as a gateway
o future high-spead connections
to other Asean countries, such as
Thailand, Vietnam, Laos, and ul-
timately China.

The increased connectivity of-
fered h[,r the HSR is expected
attract more domestic and (or-
Eign investments, thus turming
the surrounding arcas into
boaming economic hibs, 8% seeh
in Japan and China.

The H5R project s also expect-
ed to Increase accessibility o a
wider marker for local commu-
nitles, especially small towns
along the track allgnment.,

The project also has the po-
tential o reduce traffic conges-
tions and carbon emissions while
glso supporting o more sustain-
phile rourism sector,

*“The HSR project Is not just a
big imvestment but also a far-
slghted step for Malaysia's fu-
mre, In lne with national de-
velopment goals and Madani
Economy principles,® Fauzi
added.
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BRIGHT OUTLOOK FOR CONSTRUCTION SECTOR

Mega infrastructure projects and demand for industrial facilities to drive growth, says platform
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SHAREM HALIR
KUALA LUMPUR
btaost.com. oy

construction sec-

vor is e for a major

upewing for the rest of

2024, driven by asurge

In large-scale infrastructire
Projects,

Eey catalysts include the

Penang Light Rail Transit and

thie Muss Rapid Transit 3 in the

In addition to these mas-
sive undertakings, sustained
demand for induastrial facili-
ties like warehouses, data
centres and semiconductor
plants is further bolstering the
industry’s fvourabla operating
condition. according to Vitaly
Berezka, reghonal spokesperson
for PlanRadar,

PlanRadar s Europe's digl-
tal construction and real estare
project management plarform.

He sald the constructlon
sactor will also galn momen-
tum from other projects such
as the East Coast Ball Link. the
Pan Bornao Highway and the
Izkandar Malaysla develop-
fial=pi
The ECRL will strenprhen
connecrivity berween the East
Coast and West Const, fuelling
economic growth, he sald.

“Similarly, we anticipate
that the Pan Borneo High-
way will enhance connecrlv-
ity acroas Sabah and Sarawak,
while Iskandar Malaysia will
spur new residential, commer-
cial and industrial projects.

"As a resull, i positive out-
look is forecast for Malaysin's
construction sector in the near
LT

Prime Minster Daruk Seri
Anwar Thrahim has said the
iotal approved investments
from January 1o June rose 18
per cent to RMISD billion com-
pared with the same period Last
year,

These investments invodved
mearty 3,000 new projects that
will nmnmmt?nmm
opportunities for Malayslans,
he said at Khazanah Naslona]
Bhd's 30th anniversary.

The appeoved Investments in
2023 toralled RM3Z9.5 billion,

23 per cent from REM267.7

im 2022, Ol the total, 57.2

per cent of the approved [nvest-

m.lml_imllm

adapt to these
sustainability
goals to
maintain
access to
crucial funding
and market
opportunities.
VITALY BEREZKA

PlanRadar reganal
SpoHESTEN

Investments,

Berezka also sald with the
rize in Investrents, especially
In comstruction projects, thene
is mounting Tz com-
paniss o adhers (o sustain-
able practices, especially those
receiving green funding.

*Financial Institutions and
Imwestors now prioritise sus-
tainability in their kending cri-
teria, requiring projects (o mset
strict environmentsl standards
o qualify, This pressure aligns
with government policies and
Internationdl commitments,;
such as Malaysia's goal to
Bchieve net-iera carbon emis-
sions by 2050,

A% result, construction
COMPRNGES must adapt tothese
sustainmbility goals to maintain
acgeks to crucial funding and
mearket opportunities.”

Berezka said technology
s pivotal in aligning projects
with sustainable principles
while ensuring strong returns
for investors.

Digital construction manage-
ment tools like bullding Infor-
mation modedling and artificial
intelligence are known to facili-
tate precise planning and smu-
larion, optimising resourne use,

- LT
e, el k wboi'y |

energy eificiency.,

*These bechi-driven efficien-
cles ot only suppor sustain-
ability goaks et alsodel iver cost
savings and value, proving that
mstaimable construction isbath
environmentally respansibie
and financially viable,” he ssid.

He notéd an uptick in con-
srruction activily across South-
east Asia, largely driven by sub-
stantial investments in public
infrastructiung and transport
projects.

The Southeast Asian con-
struction market size revenue
{8 reportedly projected to reach
UEE538.5 billion in 3024 and
grow at a compound annial
growth rate of more than six
par cont per year,

He said this growth is pril-
marlly artributed to strategic
Infrastructure Investments
and economic development
Initkatives,

"Countries 1lke Malaysia,
Indonesia and the Philip-
plnes are among the biggest
construction markets, driven
by thelr focus on enhancing
Tansporiation networks., enet-
gy Infrastructure and urban

fni.

*The Industrialization and
expansion of cities in these
countries are also significany
facrors, a5 they crears demand
for remewed of expandad civil
infrastructure, commerclal
and regldential bullding devel-
opement, and large-scaleensrgy
Infragrructune”

Berezka sald governments
are prioritising these devel-
opments to foster economic
growth, enhance connectivity
and tackle urbanisation e

Thess projects are crucial for
reghonal integration, reducing
traffic congestion and boosting

theconstruction sactorthrough
belghtened activity and rev-
anue, it also brings challenges,
Inctuding potential resource
envirommental sus-
tainghility concerns and the
need for improved project man-
agement (o prevent delays and
COET CVETTUNS,
"ﬁ’h:;m seeing that the
growing demend for materials,
labour




MRT3 to lift property value

Project set to revitalise real estate market, boost businesses

By KHOO GEK SAN
geksan@thastar com.my

PETALING JAYA: The latest MHT project,
ke Clrele Line, will likeby load to a boom in
property value along its 51an route, says a
real estare group.

This is because proximity to public trans-
port is a crucial selling point for developers
and landlords, said Malaysian Institule of
Estare Agents JMIEA) president Tan Elan
fan.

“It is one of the ﬂs&lﬂng poiriz for
devel or landlords whi want b rent
ol their units

“Proximity to puakiic 1 G grent-
Iy influence rental rates and property val-
ues,” he said when contacted.

“This applies o both residendal and
comme properties. Festaurants, con-
venience stores, and banks will soan sprout
tp in netghbourhoods along the roate, thus
ﬁun; the commercial landscape” he

The alignment for mer_‘in:le
Line or MRET3 has been put p
display and available for
Sopt 2 1o Dec 2.

Thie 51km orbital rail line will encircle
the i ter and integrate scamless-
Iy m?l‘:maﬂxﬂn MET, LET, KETM and
Monorail lines 10 interchanges
and connecting stations.

MET3 will hawe stations at Bukds Fiara
i with Kajang MRT), Intan-
Hational Science Centre, Sri Hartamas,
Buldt Segambut, Dutamas, Kompleks Duta
{interchange with KTMB), Sentul Barat
{interchange with the upcoming Putrajaya
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MET Line), Senmul Timur with
the Ampang LET line), and Setiawangsa
(interchange with the Kelana Jaya LET
line),

It will also hawe stations at Pandan
Indah (interchanpge with Ampang LET],
Taman Midah (interchange with Kaja
MET), Salak Selatan (interchange with 5

Petaling LET), Bandar Malaysia South
{inte nge with Putrajaya MRET),
MidValley (interchange with KTME],

Eerinchi (interchange with Eelana
LET), and Univefsity Malaya M
Centre, among others.
Constructon is scheduled to begin in
Iﬂzﬁ.mmmeenﬂrleuﬂ.;eemmdmhe
a

fully o .

Jirnumy Y¥ong is one such person who wel-
COMEs a MRT station as it will make
comenuting to work easier,

"I'm alone and renting a small room, =0
Im happy thaet the MRET3 station will ba
glose to Jalan Kuching® the 23-year-old
sald.

However, Tan noted that there wers
some downsides to being close o an MET
line.

“Praffic could build up, and saome aneas
miight lack adequate par = he sadd.

“Neighbourhoods might not like the con-
gestion causndh]'pmpltpa.rﬁlﬂm use the
MET line."

He stressed that well-matnained puhlic
transport statons are crucial w avokd nega-
tive impacts such as nodse and limer

“But owverall, it's beneficial (o the econo-
my. It spurs commercial actheities, increa-
ses rertal rates and boosts property val-
e, he sald,

Tan alen called for local authorities to
reconsider zoning laws to better integrate
residential and commercial areas arcund
new transport hubs,

*If there is a train siotion, residental
Areas My CONYer) S0me Spaces [ ComumeT-
clal zomes, which will invigorate local busi-
nesses,” he said.

He advised dewvelopers and investors (o
prepare for an increase in demand for
properties near MRT3 stations, dting exam-
ples from areas like Subang layva where
rental rates went up by 10% to 20% after
the imtroduction of the LET Kelana Juya
line.

Ruby Low, 39, an administrative clerk
who owns a car, does not prioritse Bving
near puhlic transport of MET statkons.

Tt's exhausting to commute by train
during peak hours from Pucheong o Kuala
Lumpur city centre. The travel tdme is the
same, around an hour, 30 I'd rather drive
and avoid standing for an hour before
starting my work,™ she said.



Beberapa projek infrastruktur
penting bakal diumumkan

Pembinaan
Lebuhraya
Kuantan-Singapura
antara dijangka
disebut dalam
Bajet 2025

Oleh Hazwan Falsal Mohamad
hazwanfaisal@bh com my

Beberapa projek infrastruktur
vang kurang mendapat perhati-
an mehoas dljﬂnghn berpotensi
umiuk dibentangkan dalam Bala-
rawan 2085 nanti.

Menurut penganalisis RHB Re-
search, Adam Mohamed Rahim,
Peolan Induk Kerjazama Awam-
Swasia 2030 (FIKAS 330) yang

dilancarkan pada September lalu
menandakan hasral kerajaan un-
tuk mempercepatkan periussan
infrastrokiur dengan meman-
faatkan sumber daripada sextor
swasta. -, ey, _
“Aniara penting
froungkin belum lagi mendapst
tliputan meadia arus perdana) yang
dibangkitkan bereah PTRAS 2030,
fermasuk Lebuhiraya Kuanlan-
Singapura, projek pemanjangan
Lebuhraya Penfal Barat (Ban-
ting-Musajaya), Boridor an',mﬂ-l.
Elang Lebuhraya Kuals Lum
purﬂlmg. dan Lebuhraya Fa:h'
Gudang.
“Mana-mana satu  daripada
projek ind mungkin akan dise-
bat ketika pembentangan Be.
lanjawan 2025 nanti®™ kalanya
dalam nota penveldikannya se.
kiR
Tambahnya, anlara perkem-
bangan ain yang berpoensi di-
bentangkan pada Bajet 2025 ade-

lah keputusan, sams ada sistem
transit aliran ringan (anggaran
kos RMIET hilken) atau sistem

iransit  autonomi  bertingat
(EART) (anggaran kos: RM7 bili-
o} akan dilaksanakan di Jahor
Bahru.

"Puda Mei lalu, Kementerian

Pengangkutan difangka meleng-

kapkan kajian ber cada-
ngan EART di Johor Bahru pada
Ogos - yang mungkin membuka
ruang uniuk kemas kini semasa
pembentangan Bajed 2025,

“Di samping ftu, dijangka ada
perkembangan mengenal Lebub-
rava Bertingkat Juru-Sungaf Dua
di Pulm Pinang. dengan angga-
ran kos Ri1.8 bilion,

Tnit Eerjasama Awmm-Swa-
sta (ITEAS)di howah Jabatan Per-
dana Menteri dan PLUS Malaysia
secara rasmi memulakan perbin:
cangan mengenal projel ind pada
Januari lahl uniuk menangani

Svarikat alda rekod cemerlang

Argara syarikat vang borpoten:
si mendapal manfaal daripada
projek Inl, termosuk CGamuda,
sSurmway Constroction, dan LIM
Corporation, yang mempunyal

rekod cemeriang dalam projek in-
frastrulktur kerajaan.

Pada masa sama. Gabungan
AQRS dan Econpile mungkin
muncal sebagal sub-Kontrakior
untik projek berkenaan.

Adam berkata, pihaknya terus
berpegang  dengan  pandangan
sebelum inl bahawa perbelanis-
an  pembangunan (DE} bersih
bawah Belanjawan 2025 dijangka
akan tetap berada pada paras
tingel ialiu sekitar RMS0 billon,
selain perafusan besar daripada
peruntukan DE i diketspikan
untuk subsektor pengangkutan
membabitkan projek lebub mava,
pﬂamman dan keretas apl.

"Pelaksanaan levi pelbagat pe-
ringkat ke atas peliorja asing yang
akan dikuatlooasakan nanti muun-
gkin mendatangkan beberapa bsu,
faity tahap levi lebih tinged akan
dikenakan sekiranya pengambd-
lan pekerja asing lebih ramai,”
latanya



By DAVID TAN
davidiangithestar com my

GEORGE TOWN: Penang's Light
Eail Transporl (LET) dream will
begin to take shape in December
with a undbresking event,
with the staton (o be builr in
Lebuh Macallum.

Transport Minister  Anthomy
Loke is said to have approved a
date to get the 29km Mutiars Line
landmark project off the ground.

The alignment starts from
Menang Sentral on the mainland
before crossing the channel to
Lebuh Macallam.

From there, the muldbillion-
ringgit. line will pass through
Kaorntar, Bandar 5o Pinang.
Pinang, Eest jelutong The
Gelugor, Jalan Universit, Sungai
Dhia, Sungai Bukir Jambul,
SPICE, Jalan Tengah, the Fres
Industrial Zone, Free Industrial
Zone South, Sungal Tiram, the

Pepang Internadonal  Alrpert,
Permatang Damar Laut and
Siticon Island, which will serve as
a depot.

A component of the Pepang
Transport Master Plan, the Penang
IJFT will hnwﬂihﬂlﬁ:;ﬁm; inaclu-

ng Iwo inde stathons at
Eomifar and Penang Sentral in
Butterworth,  with completion
slated for 2030

it was reported recently that
ﬁﬂ]&ﬂ developer Mazs Rapid

ansit Corp 5dn Bhd (MRT Corp)
might opt for & rubber-tyred
Mero Systerm o save or opers-
tons and malntenance costs.

With annual ridership project-
ed at between five million and 42
million passengers, the Penang
government k5 counting on the
mammeth project to case chrondc
traffic o i thoe stk

The Gamuds-led up SES
Consortium is currently finalisin
terms and conditions for the ci

works package, ‘which will cost
about EM7T.GhiL

meelemiﬂt:u'd
on
wm&mmwmw

The project has thres main com-
ents: civil construction works
or Segment 1, covering the align-
ment af Silicon Island 1o Komtar;
Segment L, which covers the line
from Eomiar to Penang Sentral
andd a turnkey contract for system
and carriage (coach) works.
Small and Medium Enterprises
Asspriation honorary national

LRT propect Srould G0 Jetvide
pr
more jobs, with skilled locals o
benefit.

“The spillover effects will bene-
fit subconfractors and those pro-
ﬂqmﬂsmﬁmhrﬂm

o

"Infrastructure  development,

which reduces Costs and

TANSport
travel trme, will boost forelam and

to bid for

Exciting new journay: An artist’s impression of the Pemang LRT's

tutiara Line — File pic
dormestic investments,” he sald.

JrEnspart analyst Abi Sofian

support networks like shuttle ser-
vices and parking facilities would
ensure the LET system's efficacy.
He =zald itrans enfed “last-
mile” development around LET
stattons would contribute to
green (ransporiation and lower
carban emissions,
Ini June; Loke said he hoped that
phEEhc,a.l work conld commence
the year's end.
He alzo revealed that the LETS

ent had been finalised.
¢ sald this was done after dis-
cussions with all partles and that
the Penang gowvernment agred
with the alignment proposed by
MET Corp, with the passenger
staticn starting from Bayan Lepas
to KEomtar and one lins to Penang
Sentral
Oy March 29, Loke announced
that the Federal Government had
taken over the Penang LET pro-
ject from the siate government
with MET Corp appointed as
developer and asset owTer.



LAKD SHORTAGE CONSTRAINT

UNDERGROUND
RESERVOIRS T0 !
STEM FLOODS

Two subterranean facilities in Klang Valley
in the works to mitigate flash flood woes

SUIZAL INA HALID
HUALL LUMHPUR
newsEnst .com.my

HE Drainage and Irriga-
tlon Department (DID) 15
building underground

reservoirs to mitlgate

Rash Aoods in the Klang Valley,
This approach I a way to re
solve problems of limited space
for constructing retention ponds.
An undergrotnd reservoir is
being built at the police training
centre (Pulapoly here, and anath-

El ] bﬂngmlmnad Iy S?I.H'I.EN

Thc Fulapol undemmu nd
reservalr (s estimated 1o cost
BEM20 million and = slated 1o be
completad nexe year,

It Is expected [0 MAanage excess
water from Su Bunus and re-
duce flagh floods

Similar to surface tanks, the un-
derground reservoir will collect
rainemier before It flows into the
river.

Deputy DID director-general
{business sector) Amiruddin
Alaldin sald the Pulapol reservolr
wiould be 9434 3q m in skze and
could store 109000 cubic metres
of water.

Aminiddin said: *We used this
approach wheén building the
Smart Tunnel in 2007 This pro-
ject is the result of collaboration
amaong local experts,”

He zaid the reservoir and fts
system of pumps could reduce
the peak water levels during
fioods.

Flash floods in the Vallay
on Oct 15 had disrupted traffic
and caused landslides in Taman
Melawari.

Fey areas affected by the foods
included Jalan Parlimen, the fed-
eral police headquarters in Buklt
Aman, Jalan Duta, Jalan Sultan
Abdul Halim, Universiti Malaya,
Wisma Central and 5K Padang
Jawa in Shah Alam,

Amirucdinsaid reservoln were
crucial in fiood management 25
they could reduce river or rain-
water fiows by 40 per cent during
heavy raim.

“Putrajaya s 8 model, devel-
oped with a modern urban ap-
proach that integrates warioos
water-storing lakes, ponds and
parks, making It less susceptible
to flooding.

“However, in the Elang Valley,
available space for constructing
above-ground tanks is dimindsh-

Parrlally

ing. Thus, the focus has shifted to

bukicing uned reservolrs.”
Currently, there are 33 flood
tanks inthe Walley — 18 are

maintalned by DID, while 15 are
managed by Kuala Lampur Utg,'
Hall.

Amiruddin =aid constrocting
underground tanks was A more
effective way to address Nooding,
than dredging rivers.,

In June 2022, then Kuala
Lumpur mayor [atuk Seri Ma-
hadi Che Hgah said City Hall
planned to build underground
regervoirs 1o address extreme
weather conditions over the next
diecade.

The underground tanks weould
cormplement exdsting surface reser-
voirs, which often reached maxi-
o capsacity during heavy rins.

submerged vehicles at the World Trade Centre Kuala
Eurpur parking lot during a flash food fr ALgust, N5TPFILE PG

During the Oct 15 Nash floods,
DD channelled more than four
million Htres of water away from
the Klang Valley.

The three water gystems that
handled this volume included
Lencongan Gombak and Lencon-
gan Keroh, which managed
streams that Mlowed Inte Sungal
Gombak and Sungal Keroh.

Amirddin =zaid the Stormwa-
ter Manspement and Road Tun-
el (Smart) also stored approx-
imately 2,45 miltion litres of wa-
ter.

“1f more than fowr millicn litres
of water had not been diverted,
Klang Valley would have expe-
rienced flooding similar to other
severe incidents prior to the
Smart Tunneél"s operation in
SO0 he sadd.




TRANSFORMING THE ENERGY AND WATER SECTORS

Petra is committed to ensuring
sustainable and innovative management

MOST Malayslans understand
and & te the complexity of
supplying and managing the
water or energy resources that
the natkomn.

country's Energy Transition
and Water Transformation
Ministry (Petra) mobilizes the sec-
tors for both energy and water in
I

The Ministry has been commit-
ted towards its vision of leading
the governance of ‘sustainable
and mlﬂ'l.lil'i-lt eleciricity and
WaTET pnp;& [11] emure the
well-baing & Tiati

It iﬁa]:u focused an implemmt-
ing water ansformation to the
sector in order to ensure a safe
water supply for the peocple
through the adoption of smart
technology and digitalisation.

Water ransformation refers o
the managerment of rivers, floods
and sewape, as well as seasonal
fionuds to ensure that consumers
get a clean supply,

This process ensures a sustaing-
bie natdonal water resource and
drives Malaysia as a dynamic
water hub that contributes to eco-
nomic f, Creates new
jody and facilitates
F&D, innovatiom and commercial-
i=ation.

In doing 5o, Petra plays a vital
role in empovering water gov-
emance at the federal, state and
local government levels towards
integrated water management.

To transform water (owards
more efficient waler manage-

This s essential (o protect water
securdy and ec sustaing-
hiliry for a hetter

mmgﬁ waler

It sustaing

resources, and sewerage
services, nol only 10 guarantee
availahility of thiz wakhahle
resgurce for humans and the eco-
system, but also to ensure the
rakyats safety when flood disas-
[&Trs DOCulr,

Such implementations include
the Flood Mitgation mia,
Motional Flood Forecast and
Warn Programme, the
Mari FRiver Trail Programme,
the River Conservation and
Cleanin Programme, the
Matjona NREW  Reducdon
Programime, the Riverside Water
Reservolr (TAPS) Producton of
Heclaimed Water, and the com-
prehensive water rariff adjust-
ment of PWEs sewerage charge
rebate.

Under Petra are 10 agencles
that play different wet crucial
roles in the management of the

nation's ener and water
TESOATTES, BT their efficisnt
anid sustainahle use,

These include the National
Water Services Commissdon,
which oversees the nation's water
supply industry, as well as the
Draimage and Irrigation
Department, which protects and
manages water resources for eco-

TI.C:.'“II_i

Petra plays a vital role in empowering waler governance at the federal, state and local government levels
towards integrated water management.

nomic and environmental sus-
talmabdiry and quality of 1ife.

It oversess and condiets
research on water-related issues
via the National Water Research
instivete of Malaysis and handles
the disiributon of water

under the Water Supply Division,

while irs Water Asser

Berhad manages waler assers
the counoy.

It also also oversess sewerage
services in urban areas throwgh
the sewerage Services
Department as well a5 Indah
Water Konsortium, which manag-
e5 and operates the country's sew-
erage servioes.

Petra also manages 1:ht fumu
lation of new enrrg{e
palicies for the psop Ln&usr.q.l
and the country; as well a3 ensur-
ing that eleciric gemeration is

ed in A xustainable and
iable manner, so that the
salery and well-being of the rak-

val is gusrantesd,
These include the Peo Solar
Transithon (Solang: brieia-

tive, the Solar For Raloyat Incentive
Scheme (Solaris), the Renewable
Energy Division (TBB) the
Maloysia Renewnable Energy
(MyRER), the Modonal
Ene Transiden Roadmap
[ the Hadonal Energy Policy
(DTH) and the Imbalance Cost
Pazs-Through (ICPT) mechandsm.
The Energy Commission regu-
fates electricity supply industry in
Malaysia, while its Sustainable
Energy Development Authority
promotes the development of
renewahle energy in Malaysis
Amother division in the e
sector is MyPower, which over-

sees the reform of the power and
electricity sector huﬂuﬁ;ﬁ 3
h.:;.“ ﬂaru;}rm the n';l.'-.i;ru Car-

n policy by 2050 an inﬁie-
mented several inddatdves thar
align with four of the slx Madand
st bt g
by, sustaln anid well- :

Through these plllars, Petra
s w0

= epsure the condnuous and

consistent supply of energy and
water for the nadon

= assure supply of ity and
clean water and the efficient and
safe use of en

* OMPOWET management
and re of sustaknable and

inchsive energy and waier sup-

¥

> improve peoples well-being
with access (o reliable energy
supply and dean water supply.



Penganalisis
jangka pembinaan
diteliti selepas
rasionalisasi
subsidi petrol
tahun depan

Heh Mohd Zaky Zainuddin
zakyEbh.com. my

Projek Transit Aliran Massa 3
{MET% vang ditangguhkan ke
0T akan tetap diteruskaf me-
mandangkan kepentingannya
yang strategik sebagal bahaglan
terakhir rangkaian MET [Lem-
bah Klang. menghubungkan sis-
mmrﬂsediuu:lad;pmuwpumt
bandar Kuala Lumpar
Penganalisis CIMB Securiti-
es, Mak Hov Ken, berkata per-
kembangan  ferbahari - memge-

nai projek MRTS itu bukannya
sesuaty yang mengejuikan, de-
ngan andalan projek rel bandar
it hamyea akan dipertimbang-

kan semula selepas pelaksanaan
rasionnlisasi subsidl potral per-

Jang 51 kilometer (km) merang
kumi 40km bertingkat

dan 11km
baseah tanah.

Projek berkenaan mampn me-
nAmpung 25000 pemmEng se-
Jam di setiap arah, dengan perja-
laman lenghap mengambll masa
kira-kira T3 minit.

Laluan MET 3dingks memi-
11k 32 sieman, di mana 22 daripa.
danye bartingkal, lujuh bavwah
tanah dan ltiga stesen berl inghat
ER I B,

MRET & akan berhubung de-

ngan lahaan MRT, Transit Altran
Ringan (I.RT), Keretapi Tanah

Melayu Bhd (KTMB) dan mono”

ral sedia ada di 10 persimpangan
TACATTNL

Ia membablikan dua siesen
di Laluan MET Eajang (Bu-
kit Kiara Selstan dan Taman
Midah), dua stesen di Laluan

stesen di Laluan KTM Komuter
{(Paniai Dmlam dan

Duta), dan satu stesen bas ban-
dar (BERT Sunway)

[ hawah Belanjawan 20023
yang dizemak semule, kerajaan
menyatakan hasrat untul me-
ngurangkan hoa projek MRT3
kepada di bawah RM45 bilion
erbanding anggeran RMMGE
hilion yang diumumkan pads
2018,

Daripadn  anggaran asal
RMEE bilion, kira-kira RM34 b-
lion diperontukkan unbuk ker-

i permbhi an,

Hoy Emm berkata, selain iso
pengembilan tanah, langkah me-
lanjutkan proses perancingan
memberikan Kerajaan  ‘rusng
biErnafas yang amat diperuian
intiik meayusim semila Ksdu:
inkan M=kalnya.

mungkin sudah berubah sejak
tamat tempoh Kesahihan tender
asal pada Mac 2084, kaianya,

- if!hmlu’lwr A
__._.--" ey - W B EO

Kismimmis,

uovg N R < B #

! xd

proses pengambilan tanah akan
mengambil masa schingga dua
tahun, melanjuikan tempohnya
sehiinggs 2026

“Sehingga kinl, hanya satu
daripada lima paks) utama pro-
ek il dianogerabian e
babilkan konfrak hampic RMI
billon uniuk perkhidmatan pe-
rindingan pengurisan vang di-
berikan kepada HSS Engineers
Bhd {HEB) pada Ogos 2022,

rengambilan tanah
Baro-baru ini, media malapor-

Prases

kan MRT Corp menyatakan
pembinaan laluan MRET 3 hanya
mungkin barmula pada $02T, se-
lepas proses pengambilan innah
selesni.

“Pemeriksasn awam selama
tiga bulan terhadap jajaran yang
disemak setaula sedang dilaksa-
nakan don akan berakhir pada
2 Disember 2024. Sebaik sahaja
jajaran akhir dimokizmadian,

padda
glatus penyerahan tender asal”
katamya.



OPTIMISTIC DUTLOOK

Rafizi: Penang LRT project to proceed

GEORGE TOWN: The govarnment
his given its assurance that the
Mutiara Line Light Rall Transit
(LRT) project in Penang will pro-
ceed os planned.

Economy Minlster Rafizi Ramli
said like any project, as long as
the tender had not bean awarded,
the project could be scrapped if
a new administration decides
against it

However, he said, If the render
had been awarded, then the gov-
ermment would be liable to a suit
ifit decides to cancel any project.

“n this basis, looking at the
Mutiara Line LET profect, 1 am
optimistic thar the current gov-
ermment will remain uatil the
end of the term, hence the project
will go on as planned.

« “Looking at the progress, that
iz poing to be the case,” he said
when responding to a gquestion
from the Aoor during the *Madani

Mnndangn: bersama Menterl )

Ekonomi’ programme in B:i;-,rui
Lepas here yesterday. .

Rafizi said all important deck
gions on the project were made ag
the federal lewel.

"We axpect the tender to be
awarded soon. The only risks we

to face are cost increase

and the delay incompledon.”

Last month, Minkster
Anthony: Loke the project
was expected to kick off early

neyvan

He =aid discussions were being
held with the main coniractor io
finali=e details.

He said the ministry that over-
seed the project would then ob-
1ain approval from the Findnce
Minlstry.

The cabinet had approved the
project during a meeting on
March 22, a decision welcomed
by the Penang government.

to

The project, which is
gin. operations in 2030,
] Penang Sllicon Island
T Komtar, then across to Penang
seniral in Seberang Pral.

The distance is estimated to be
about 29km with 20 stations. in-
cluding two Interchangss at the
Eomtar Station and Penang Sen-
tral Station.

On Tuesday, Penang Infras-
tructure Corp Sdn Bhad (FIC) sakd
reclamation work for the project
depat, had started and would be
handed over to MET Corp by the
end of next year,

PIC chief executive officer Datuk
Gerl Farizan Darus said 24he of
land would be reckalmed for the
depot by the end of next year,

He zald it would then hand over
the depot to MET Corp, the Mu-
tlara Line LET owmer and fmple-
mentation agency, so that con-
struction could begin,




